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Chapter tf^ 

how surprised I was at the price or JVf^^^b perfumes. 
I felt compeUed to buy some ^^^^ ^sieur Amour,' 
for he had supplied us with leni^ ^ ^^^ delicately 
scented cigarettes and coffee, and h^^ P^ned for my in- 
quisitive eyes all the strange closed tflifigs in his shop, 
queer Eastern-looking boxes, full of queerer dyes, 
bags containing musk, and oh ! such wonderful scents. 
The essences of violet and jessamine seem to be the most 
popular with the Tunisians. I knew they were very 
expensive, so I thought I would be cautious. Jack wanted 
me to have a bottle about the size of a two-shilling botde 
j of eau-de-cologne, all covered with delicate gold 

tracery, full of essence of lilac — but I saw Bachir's eyes 
open, and the Moor kindly asked him to tell me that 
the scent was three francs a gramme. Now I remembered 
that it takes eight grammes to make one ounce, according 
to the cover of my school exercise-book, but I did not 
in the least know what size of bottle would hold an 
ounce of scent. A very litde one, I imagined, for I 
gathered from the Moor's manner that he had meant 
to warn me. Before I could say anything more he 
took from a drawer in the counter a little red 
leather box, not deeper than a cheap paint-box, full of 
the tiniest bottles you ever saw, and, picking one out 
with a pair of pincers, laid it on the scales, and began 
filling it with scent from a litde tube like an ink-sucker. 
Wishing to be generous, I said, **I will have three 
grammes, please, Bachir ; tell him not to fill that silly 
little bottle/' ^^^ Bachir only gave one of his rare smiles, 
for by this ^^^ ^^ ^^^^^^ gold-patterned bottie was filled 
and tie Moot was holding it up for inspection. 
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'^p would maL '^'»'> said, " but 
;[j; only p^sT^ « /a.«e bottle 

»*r *^^r of violets Because 
' !«,* ^'tt'c dabs wit:l» the 

J 6e the anstocraicy oi 
' Monsieur Lapie's -^rord 

"^'^ ^ persistent and irasolcnt 
'"' ^% as the desjMsed Jc^r*- 
' *" Arab a Je-w tHat^ iF he 
' ^^U, it is only tiecessai-y to 
'^ 4 Jerws and He >Krill ^um 
' ^ys, when t:Hc Jci»r» ^^wrerc 
' ghetto and nnix ^wri^H €he 
'npelled to vtcslmt sl l>ell hsu^g^ng 
heir approach Co elie fki€:Hful« 
rust the one inc:h-l>ot:^e of 
into his inraisrooa^ poclcet, 
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the hospitable Moor, when a ^^*^ ^ fla^^^Sscrf English^ 
woman came walking slowly up * sa ^^ ^^^^ 9"^^ 
alone. It was getting late, so tP XxJ^g jj^ ^^ ^^^ 
time thinned down considerably ; tn^fft n^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ 
in the street at the moment. Witnoijt looking to the 
right or left, and apparently perfectly oblivious of the 
exquisite illuminations, she stopped in front of the 
perfumer's shop opposite to us and took up her position 
on the seat outside the counter, in full view of the 
street. The perfumer was a tjrpical specimen of his 
proud race, a good-looking Tunisian Moor. He was 
dressed in faced cloth of a delicate flesh-tint which the 
Arabs call afternoon sun, exquisitely embroidered with 
silver and white braid. His slightly receding chin, 
rather aquiline nose, almond-shaped gleaming eyes, and 
thin but scarlet lips, all proclaimed him for what he 
was — a vain Oriental who was as careful of his complexion 
as a fair-skinned girl and as fond of dress as a French- 
woman. For those who admire these sedentary-lived 
ivory-tinted Tunisian Moors, he was certainly a fine 
specimen. During the evening he had brought several 
carnations and posies of jessamine fixed on to wooden 
skewers to present to his friends (male ones, of course) 
to wear in their ears ; he was evidently very well off. 
Fancy a public holiday and grand fete in England 
without a single woman in the show 1 There were, of 
course, plenty of Italian women (for Tunis has a colony 
of sixty*five thousand Italians), but they came in, just 
like ourselves, as strangers and interlopers to the 
MoAa^jj^edan fete, and I am sorry to say that all that 
is ditfi^^t ^^d noisiest and most disreputable in Tunis 
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ing up th^ st:«r ect. 
lout appar-entlx leaving 
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gentleman that I ha\re a ^v-«ry fine 
^dy would care to se« oxm« she 

'^%h Bachir, who ad^rised Mne to 

^^ his harem would xxot: be a 

^ it is much more di^B^i:ale to 

^unis than in Egypt or CZon- 

^ said, ^' there arc the toxxmbs of 

''OUr. they are only opeim to uux- 

^^ days o/ this fete. Wha.t do j^^j^ 

g^o?" But Jack: had no ey^ 
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Bachir, who was seated ^P^ J a^ ^' ^ea/,erf ow and 
ofFered me another cigarette, |ie JiV/ 5^ /,e saiVJ • 

"That English lady is the ^ "^^ the perfumer.'' 

^* His wife ! " Jack said, With a^ ^^^^ concentrated 
horror in his voice as though the fifte gentleman opposite 
had been a full-blooded Sudanese nigger; but he had 
to speak almost in a whisper, or the Engh'shwoman 
would have heard every word he said, the street was so 
narrow. 

•* Yes, I know very well she is his wife ; he has a 
large harem, but she is his only wife. He makes her 
come and sit on that seat every morning, and on 
fete evenings like this when the strangers are in the 
souks." 

" But he never talks to her," I said ; ** he never even 
bowed to her when she sat down, or altered his indolent 
attitude." 

**That is how she sits for hours," he said. **The 
natives scarcely ever speak to their women, they have no 
intelligence — ^with the Arab a woman*s beauty is her only 
intelligence. But he makes her come to the souks 
just to show all the Jews and other men who arc 
jealous of his goodjlooks that he owns an English wife." 

" But why does she come ? " I asked ; " she was 
quite alone." 

Bachir smiled. "You thought so," he said, "but 
she was shadowed all the way by two negro eunuchs." 

Jack groaned. " Good God ! " he said, " how did 
he get her ? It makes me sick to see the yellow brute 
sitting iii silent enjoyment of her misery." 

ij^ir helped himself to another cigarette. Arab 
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- ^ *nd although he was only our 

^n, h<e was for the ttn*^ ^^^^^ ., ^^ ^^ 

^ ^-^" "/J:: r^ Ws that she met him in 

,* gossip ^'^^^^^'^^ bvt«i«ess. She knew nothmg 

^ ; Ime was ^^f*"^*" „ " ^« of Orientals except what 

t»e East or dKe ^^'°^^^„ccs. Her femUy were 

_ read in ^^S!^ T?^"^;* «he would be his only 

^or. He P~"V?f word /-or few Tunisians to^y 

,a i>*= *»«» *^^^*^ ^ ^€ more than one wife ; the 

«oaertake tH« --^"-j/^'^a give less trouble." 

^oes ?!^% Kis eves. " W^e fcav^c a saying, he saia, 

-^.ir lift^^ ^^ ^ J %,,ii^ sadness lasts for a 
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, ..^ \s the ^\ M^^ 3ack of ^ ^^S(^^^^ ^^, 
fi^ X \>eg Vus A^^^ P*tdou\ - he said ^ ^ ^^^^^ ^^^ 
"^^^ongs to the active, manly, sunburnt ^1^ > ^doesn't 
\^^C<^^ a pound of butter with sensual ^/ * How an 
Etv^v&h.i^oman could, I can't imagine/' 

*«She had probably read the Garden of ^//aA/* I 
said ; " it is accountable for a good deal of the hysteria 
about the East at the present time. Women are flocking 
to Biskra, I believe, in hundreds. Mr. Hichens will soon 
be as familiar to the Arab as Lord Lytton is to the guides 
at Pompeii." 

Just at that moment a bare-legged nigger boy, in 
full white linen breeches, a white linen mess-jacket, and 
a resplendent gold-embroidered waistcoat, with the in- 
evitable red fez stuck on the top of his woolly head, 
passed up the street carrying a flat tray full of flowers. 
Monsieur Amour hailed him, and, selecting a bunch of 
blood-red Tunis roses, presented them to me with an 
elaborate speech, asking me at the same time a question 
which I did not understand. 

** He wishes to know if you will promise to visit his 
harem to-morrow," Bachir interpreted. 

I hesitated. 

" Can you go with me ? " I asked. The perfumer 
enquired what I had said. 

Bachir, apologising for my ignorance, turned my ques- 
tion into Arabic. 

" No," Monsieur Amour said, almost gruffly. ** If 
madame cares to come here at ten o'clock, or any other 
hour she likes to mention, she will find a Frenchwoman 
waiting to conduct her to my house." 
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,^ X suppose it is quite saffe," I said to Bachir ; "you 
^_^-^e I ■vvon't be detaine<i there ? *' I know that it 
^_^. so long- ago since Chr-istrian women were captured 
^j-^inisian harems. That is why the blood is so 
^^_-j _^ It was all grist that: came to a harem mill, if 
^^.^^-yjman ttos pretty. Fair Caucasians, half-caste niggers, 
^--j Genoese, e-ven English^women found their prisons 
_____ **But why is he so anxious for me to visit his 

e; '^-Jc IS jealoias of your /Wend admiring his rival's 
— iie -wvishes you to tell him How beautiful the women 
5^ Jiarem are, and how^ manj he can aflfbrd to 

<:i>h, I'll go»" I said, •* if that's all ; but you never 

.«— XI veha-t is behind their masJc-Iike feces — how can 

sLtia^^ to look so impassive ? Bachir," I asked, " as 

chil<± were you whipped if you sneezed or showed 

■.fc«>ut anything; had you to stand in the 

^■ou aUowed any expression to betmy your 

^ the Prophet forbid even tiny mites to look 

c^^ed for su^r ? " 

The CHS:tiL't^^°"Jjf'T'^^''. 
^ —hi, soul, or hi, m.r,.^I^t.7T^^'^ t 

^ > . Mussulman is a phUo^ ^ v"" 

^.^,=p, what is past tL P'"'°^P''«=r ; nothing 

~«=^ink,onlj-ofthe%it ',^'?*= °'^ the future; 
=^ thinking of the^rl". ^^^ trouble." 
-^"«^ft « hi, equal > "T.\. '^'= «*" peAmer 



^ ^-ye^ ..though ^^ ^ould x,^, q«*^^tte^ ^»,^ a, 
*^^ arvA throw *^ "^feature \nto the g « 
*^.-^ o one but a Mussulman can ever ^. •„. ^S"Anan V 
,j^' "Bachir saVd w"ith dignity. "He ^n gs ^^ ^^^^ 
to aVvow her off to the Europeans who cOli^^ to see the 
baxaara ; he buys her fine clothes and jeweileiy, tut be 
is tired of her ; she is very clever, but what she knows 
he does not understand, and what he knows, he does 
not think it necessary to discuss with a woman. He 
scarcely ever visits her now. He has a very fine harem." 
Jack threw his unfinished cigarette into the street. 
'* Shall we be going now ? " he SMd ; *' I'm tired of this 
Johnnie's shop — aren't you ? " 

I agreed that we ought to be moving on, so after 
the most elaborate hand-shakings we took our departure. 
I always get Bachir to translate their honorifics for mc, 
for they really are as good at that sort of thing as the 
Japanese. The correct formula is " Marhaba " (God 
be with you) from the host to the person going away, 
and " Marhabatcu " (May God remain with you) from the 
guest to the person who is left. I was still holding the 
red roses which Monsieur Amour had given to me, and 
something prompted me, I don't know what, to lay 
half of them in the English girl's lap as I passed her. 
For one moment she looked up, and thanked me with 
such a sweet mixture of dignity and sadness that stUy 
tears rushed into my eyes. Her husband (who was still 
^tting with his arms akimbo on the counter, and who 
still wore on his good-looking fece that expression of 
ancient wisdom which prevents any Arab ever looking 
quite a bounder or conceited coxcomb, which otherwise 
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>^ay fete, a memory wn«,» ^^^ Parisian 
.^ the Great Sdence ? Her per , j^^ 

<^^^ering English hair, that ^^^^^^^s in 
e^* and throat which one so ^*^?^"^ ^^^tem 
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^^- our high spirits and ^l^^"*^^*^^?^^"^ 
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thinks k is ^rong fot ^n Engliah,^^, ^^ ^^ ^^^^ 

aFrcnchman. He is, oj Course, aivftlly prejudiced. Yet 
how weak and watery all our proverbial British prejudice 
IS compared to the conservatism and fanatical prejudice 
of the East. If the Englishman abroad thinks himself 
God Almighty, and looks as if he owned the whole 
creation, the Arab beats him at that game every time, for 
he simply knows that the biggest blackguard unhanged, 
so long as he is an Arab (and, of course, a Mohammedan), is 
better than any Christian king or saint. He lives in this 
era of change and of scientific discoveries, and he alone 
remains unchanged. The tide of progress rushes over 
him, but it does not wet even the tail of his white 
burnous. His indifference to the rest of the world, 
with its vulgar love of excitement and its cruel struggle 
for wealth, is superb. He may admire the monkey-tricks 
of the [M*ogressive Europeans, and take kindly to some 
of their inventions — electric light and electric trams, for 
instance, in which his indolent person dearly loves to 
disport itself — but he despises them all the same, just 
as we might admire the sleight-of-hand of a conjurer while 
he was actually playing his trick, and at the same time 
in our hearts despise a man who earned his living by 
making two white rabbits come out of an empty top-hat. 
The Arab considers anything in the way of change and 
progress unnecessary and disturbing. Like the prejudiced 
Britisher he considers that what was good enough for 
his fathers is good enough for him. Lapie puts this very 
nady when he says, " S'il ignore Tavenir^ il connait le 
rmse. ^^ *^^^ ^^ ^^'^ J^^ ancien et il juge ancien ce 
^7 'aiC* ^^ * ^^ ^^^^ vieux. Sa morale vient de ce 
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- «tre fidele au pass^, etre fidele a sm propres 
^""^^j^Jea, niodeler ses acticms pr&entes sur ses actions 
*^2^ures, et tel est I'idiai dc U conduite." 
=^^^^_j^ -though there are aliraost as many Jews as Arabs 
:^1-Z^j» aiis, not one A.rab iia a thousand speaks Hebrew, 
^j—^^^Jy some of the more aci'vanced among the younger 
^pealc French, for the strict Mohammedan is not 
I f— ^ to change liis languagfe, because it is the language 
^-m-^^ Koran. So the Jew, for the salce of filthy lucre, 
~ .^ad *<^ give up the lang^ua^e of the Talmud and 
__^^ jTi-cnch, Lilian, Arabic, and £i]glish, so as to be 
^^ carry on his commercial business in the various 
-^_^^L^C9 of the polyglot comna unity of Tunis. The Jew 
^^-^^xxlar magpie about lan^uagres ; he does not leam 
he pick-s them up as he passes along. 
is will give you a pretty good idea of how sphinx- 
^^■"^ has remained in his attitude towards the 
=neral, and how poor our prejudices are 
» his. Yet the same Eng^lish people who 
«nselves broadminded, and set down the less 
Aetr feUow-countrymen a, •« bigoted egoists " 
^^^^^TL t ,"^"^'^ su^on^with 
^ 2 "^ '■'""■ ^^y B-Ho the East 
"^korG""""^' "='=■■ ^»^ to»tairethe 
. of^° '^Y '?«''' *-^ '«'° written 

• The^^noJ''orth"''S;oI" '*°" '"■"*' 
unis), where you arel^^P'^f. (*' ^Ive 

*he h»r. of the Fren^Si^ th^? ■"'"'""' 

her ideas of procresa .„M ^"»«^»» « a»»0"» 

°f the twentielh^ "•* '"ocier.ut, to the 

■'■ -«-»»<» tii, i, what 
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^. ™ all tourists the gi-^^est pl««^^ 
but prejudice and bigoted conservatism to the customs and 
teachings of their ancestors, as set down by the Prophet 
in the Koran, has kept Tunis what it is ? If the native 
had been what is termed " broadminded " and progressive, 
could I have set sail from Marseilles, that most bourgeois 
of prosperous cities, and in less than twenty-four hours 
have set foot in a city which shows us how people lived 
and looked when Abraham was on the earth ? 

But the Prophet is so much more to the Arab in his 
going out and coming in, in his lying down and rising 
up, than Christ is to Christians, that he would not 
obliterate his memory or do dishonour to his name by 
changing the customs that were his, or by altering the 
ways that he knew, or by giving up the burnous that 
he wore. Just as a Christian sometimes likes to keep 
the room of some lost one unchanged, because he or 
she had it so, so the Arab loves to keep his world as 
the Prophet knew it a dozen centuries ago. 

And now, dear, this booklet, which has seen many 
interruptions, must come to an end. I have looked out 
from my high window over the "White City," and it 
is so late that even the Arab cats have ceased to visit 
their harems, and not a sound of human life comes up 
to me from the hidden streets which lie between the 
flat roofs and green domes. The tall minarets look even 
more Eastern and extravagant against the dark of a dear 
night-sky than when their arabesqued whiteness is soaring 
m into a cloudless canopy of African blue. So good- 
ht. dcsi^ Christian man of my heart ! The East is 
^ u' a dreadful inroads on my susceptible nature, but 
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-^^^tr^glish girl's sadness slm-acI the bitter loneliness she 
^^^^sd made my heart aJJ thankfulness for you. 
llah '" (If it pleases AUsiii) let me hear from you 

Yours till the Great Silence, 

Doris. 
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CHAPTER IV 



HdTBL Etmon, 
Tum% May, 1905. 

Dearest One, 

Since I wrote last, my opinion of the Arab's taste 
in female beauty has not improved. And here let me 
mention that I use the word " Arab " indiscriminately to 
express the Mohammedan population of Tunis. To be 
brief, I have visited the harem of the opulent perfumer ! 

I arrived at Monsieur Amour's shop punctually at 
ro a.m., and had to wait a few minutes until the French- 
woman who was to escort me appeared. 

In the shop of the soi^-disant perfumer, just opposite, 
there was no sign of either the proprietor or his English 
wife. In the Souk-el-Attarin (souk of the perfumers) 
business does not commence very early. It is in the 
souks of the second-hand clothes and burnous-makers 
that you catch the early worm if you rise betimes, fi3r 
there on specified days of the week they have an auction- 
sale in the streets at 9 a.m. On these auction mornings, 
from nine till ten, the entire bazaar-city (for the souks 
form a city of themselves) is an awful pandemonium. A 
panic in Wall Street is nothing to it ; you are nearly 
knocked down by Jews and Berbers and poor Arabs flying 

S3 
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^eir skinny arms hixngr with garments of every 

>d condition of oriental fashioning. They are all 

x^g at: the tops of their ^v-oices, and if you did not 

^what i^as happeraing you would think that 

J colonnaded city, usvialljr inhabited by dignified, 

ing Orientals, had siaddenly become a howling 
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if I was expected to pay for the 
seeing the perfumer's *• charming ladies," 
^ Oh, no ; you might take some sweets or 
Inildren if you like, but nothing more will 
of you/' The idea oF " harem babies " 
rather a shock, but I contrived to 
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^Wop of the perf^^^,^ foWd the V^St^^ ^^^^ 

*1.^ seemed to have lost all sense ot (j «*,, ^^^^ 

^^■agK a labyrinth of narrow aUeys «^ Sn '^"^ '^^'^'^ 

cashed walls which connected the vario»^ ^lit^ and /n 

tVie 80uks themselves through endless unnaniej screets, 

some very poor and typically Arab with high projecting 

windows cross-barred with green as closely as prison 

cells, and others noticeably Jewish where the trade was 

either jewellery or tailoring ; and now and again along 

the older main thoroughfares as exquisitely beautiful as 

the aisles of some immense Byzantine church, with their 

cool vistas of stilted arches. 

There may be more important bazaars in the Blast, 
bazaars where the native commerce is still quite unaffected 
by European influence, bazaars where the dyes and cottons 
are not imported from Manchester, but is there another 
in the world which can boast of having its highways and 
byways built out of the ruins of a city like Carthage ? 
Here the streets are lined with tapering or twisted antique 
columns, with capitals as richly carved and purely Byzantine 
as those in St. Mark's in Venice. Bachir pointed one out 
to me which had two holes drilled through tc close enough 
together to let a ring or rope go through them. I asked 
him if it was used for tying the cameb or mules to, 
but he gave his queer half-grudging smile : 

'* In the days when the souk had its slave-market," 
he s^d, " these holes were used for tying up slaves ; 
well-formed young women or men had their wrists tied 
together with a cord or chain, which was then passed 
through these two holes. Tunis is very much changed," 
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to -^ Madame^^ wKen she ^?^^^^ and ^^^ <^>ok tt|^ 
her place on 0\e same scat as she b»^ ^Pied U^^ 

Jack retailed their conversation to m^f ^loh I will 
repeat for your benefit. 

Jack : " I have been discussing with Jour husband 
the beautiful workmanship and the antiquated shapes oi 
Tunisian native firearms. They are mere curios — ^nothin^ 
more — ^very charming for museums, and as modern, ; 
suppose, as the French wish them to be.'* 

When he said the word " husband,'' Madame Ajee 
blushed almost painfully ; even her hands seemed f 
convulse at the word, but Jack was determined to mal 
her talk. 

Jack : ** Do you speak Arabic— I suppose y< 
do ? " 

She : ** Yes, but very badly." 
Jack : '^ Your husband speaks French, no doubt ? 
She : ** Yes, quite well — ^Tunisian French." 
Jack : ^^ I can't speak even English French, so 1 
won't help ; I'm a regular Britisher. You see, I've trave 
all over die world on the strength of his Majesty's t 
slangy English ; will you please tell Monsieur Ajeeb 
sorry I am that I cannot speak to him in French — that 
a r^^lar duiFer." 

She : '^I'm afraid I don't know how to conve 
exact meaning of ' dufl^er ' in French " (the nearest app 
to a smile crept into her tjts^ and the long-suppr 
dimi^ sprang into full being). ^^ Besides, you ar 
countryman ; it is not wise to say it." 

She answered her husband in th« most formal 
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.t he "^^^ . „er 

elbo*"^ who 
„d b.P» Berbers * 

^ -.«!s ; it c»n ' 

^ ... ..v» ■"" 

.^)CK. said • 




^ ,.■ her to '■'i'l.rhind. 

^«.a.,l.rt,h« ^f,„„,«.d 

.Ided W, hands i» f;"^' bcg»» »"'*': 
ko eKpr«,ion in h« «?« heIool«d "P 

"What a Strang' ""Jr^^tc on"". „ 

K teeth md eyes -^ j , orick roPf 

Ha t»rb«. «" "•^Vhit. h«^°* 

-a. •■o,md . [»«« °'^„, the rope >t 

*«. Md aune oat «V^ for hi. l"-* 

''^t. These "^^'"■^y.tn"-' 
•tlx^ interior-*' '^ 



Waters of Carth^fe 

' rf Ihe U veiled from her 
years that sxi^ ^^ 

hir said - B^iaes, the blood-tie 

.hir said. :r^^t,and aU the more 

ler love her hxxsoanci «x 

. her more fkiehftJ to his family as 



moment it m«st be when you 

he first tii«^. Wili you ever nsk 

, not beautiftxl, an Arab f*^^^";^ 

she shall be aomc»tic-JcM>king, *^ 

tie is fattcaea. But an .A^rab docs 

in his wife, for beauty, after all, 
not hide it even under a v^^il ; if a 
)rld knows. I think a ma« could 

beautiful if she ^^ere tied ^ai> inside 
thinky madame ? " 
so easily pleased," I said* **If a 

and • • •'* 

terrupted me : •• 'Would yomj like 
7sis of an Arab *veoman*s bcsiijaty ? ** 



Jeasc tell me." 



it to you, madame,*' he said 5 *• but 
ticular an Arab is, I i^Jl ^wrn^^ it out 
and send it to you this e^^rc 

ic sent. 

woman should be bUMcJk ^ ^fclm.^ hair 
•rows, the eyelashes, and ^l^c dark 
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Carthas:e 
*haps we could do some 

- W," she said hurriedly. 
:inusband ; but «ven th^ 
^wed to see you again 

I fancy your husband 
men are won by 
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ye ^ * ^' 








thank you— I must go 
shake hands; she only 



^Vvti iMoor «dd, *« when I have 

^«^^\ir's fece stiffen as we watched 

^ ^«>8cthcr under the beautiful 

°^ through the flickering light 

^^SHtily enveloped in his white 

— fire^ and light as a stag on the 

^* at his side, Parisian and slender, 

**»odiah muslins and laces. 

Jack, Bachir and I, all quickly 
^»^ their retreating figures. "Oil 
^**»'* I said to Jack, repeating the 
^, ****n. And then there was silence 
i^^*^"*^ I cannot help feeling, dear, that 
jj ''^^n, whose eyes are like ** a lake in 
S to be mixed up with the future 
''^k and Bachir, with whom I stood 
J^^^^ar behind the veil of the Orient, 
^t^ a harem and that strange little 
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-'"S.ursc, being B«doun,«^ 
=»•■« too abuiKtantly "Jo^ff • 

^« they made, that chJd- 

» can't imagine, a piece or 

5-led upon and loved. 

«a.other'sname, had a smile 

«=»Ti could not reaiat, for it 

''^'ed, right into the TOT 

t»ite-metal fibula brooches 

Etruscan ancestors) did 

Tl, „ ta^^ '^•SMlier her brown seamless 

'»Jir^ "'r^* W "^"-^just on the citadels 

fra?^^*~^^«vt, ■**:^^o\»t cut or fiwhion, was so 

't- - "=* v»>ioat_ *^«;r shapely young person that 

^*atue of an Amaaon mother, 

trims Mx«i ankles and chest were bare, 

"\.o»t avght of. When I say bare, I 

^■te, for they were almost covered with 

_ "l"" '"hkh were closely fringed with 

the oddest description. Mabrucka 

I?" '"le walked in such a way that she 

•^5^ " ^ * ^or womanly dignity, and although 

■ — i^_^*^ ****^ ■* straight aa a young willow- 

^/^^rcment must be quite broad, for 





^"iains, which only reached from one 
^f^*ss her bosom, goes right to my very 
.^^^^^^r, as you knovr, not too slender. 
.»- ^^ to buy her barbaric baubles, which 
:5^^*\ial inquisitive way, and yet I hated 
^^% her money for them. ~ 
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J?^:^' -itho«t your cowrie ^-^^ ^^^^^L'^^ 

^^ bean and little axe ? tiow 

Tlf .^"""^ /""""^ ^^^eh y^r mother put 
>>luc ^ttooed cross ^^^^^^^^^ ^etlc child, 
' eyeb,x)ws when yoxx were a litr 
know, though yoix ao not, o^res ^^^ J^^^ 

-^ .taUgh. eyebrows were ^•'"■P^ J^^ 

and given certairx privileges. X ou w 

indelible charm to xne for aixoth^r bright 

^^s, I said to myself; the cross alone wUi 

^^ see her safely home to hetr trent m the 

"^Xde her grey camels and to t:He embraces 

^er fine bearded chief and xnast:^^* 

^jka, will he rob you of the ^v-valg^ar 

winch you have sold yoixr bijrthrigj"!^^ r 




^self "was nothing more or less 
a roof and walls, raised ofF time 
litde narrow passage at the "t^op 
s. Some pillars ancient and m 
ilingy and a passage ran do^virm 
ividing it into four. These ix>u 
•with rags and literally covered 
-^^rabs ; and when an Arab sle 
his Turkish bath, or in his 
^P in his white burnous and. 
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C* ever y°'t,ai'=''= \,xe3lfP \ V.t^'^^ 1 

TK^ Arabs. »ho ^ ^oj Hasb"*; ""But to "^ «.ho 
he «-a^ saying, d'^ **'X'^ -"">='"Sht "^ "''\u hi= ^""^ 
they K=ad seer. »° "^^^'^ 1 *° f„d ^P^"' 

«tardi.^ « Vf ^ a p*=^^ co^^' ^„gla-Sa=«'" pondered , 

imagi^^'i.r - P-- ^ *>^f from its toi^^"^- Of <=°"''° dlU 

,__,.;„ .6^ jid«-t this _^«i<i "° „d busy- „ more dis- 

•J^..-^ =«^fr d,V^^r-^ quiet "'■^^.hi.-g °r"iedto eom- 

*=Pf A:^^i»» „ffi son": . this 1 "'''' Arab*- 

•^utedout.tcth^ Wilderness. 

•^ crying «» lmagi"'='^ 

X^°''''''':n "rfier ""^^^e eon>- 
°' =" V^he heads of th „ 

-•^■"Sf touched her h 
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- ^he" „A bee""' , boun'» cr»- 



th«^-" every ^S" 'i-g^'^,.. 
rt- *" t f»'^*%^v'=^'-„«..Mba^'= tlold o"^\.;rf. out. 

•S^ ^-2^ \1, V 






i^^--*;; ir^i- b*=7 bout t--- ther I'^'-^-hC 

.e towering ^g^^V S'i'l^'VKe n^t --'""t shoulde."*. 

threatening !yif-"/> -""" — ^^ ^ '" - -""- 

and 
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"^^ '°f iS: Sit 
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rs of Cartb^gre 

.ich is very expensive ; I was 
Shakespeare w^ to imagine 
^oung bridegroom i^as the 
e suddenly Jean said : 
edral raised in my name than 
have buUt to St. Louis at 

hingly ; * please t:ell me, what 
I am a. Catholic, you know, 
(vhite cathedral at Carthage, 
ul St. I>ouis. 

t,* he said, rising to his feel^ 
French lunatic who gave up 
rusades, when any ordinary 
ist as well.* And then he 
me It i^as news that Jean 
have never seen him read it, 
— he says he is bored enough 

this ^irhen Monsieur Ajecb 

met BacHir and Jaclc ^th 

»r he seemed to understand 

Jge, whom I saw he greatly 
Arab,** he said, " i^Ho was 
When he 'was under the in- 
led that he was being chased 
to run and run until he 
th fatigue. But as a rule 
less, and then it is imposnble 
he efi^ts have worn off." 



,02 ■!=«.-*'' ** ■Waters of Carthage 

^_, caft was gradually emptying itself of 
o'clock. and ***^^ customers ; in the afKrnoon that cafe is 
its silei-it, stati.=^a-y__j,„j.^j^ between services. The midday 
^s emF»«y "^j^ J sounded, a.nd the devout Mohammedans 
'■^a" l^^*''°ff «^-=. t»»« nearest mosque. After having prayed 
'SiS^tV^e-y ■wo-.^ij cake their first meal ; their second meal 
\s ^^xe*- the ^^~\^ertir*g prayer, and it always consists of 

/t>r s "^^^ "°^ ^^i^ Jitter must go, with only a moment 

^^cA,J*"^'"& S*>oc/^ j^tit and for the enveloping of it ; 

/>osf .^* 'S w^tih ^o S*^^ i*^ *° Mohammed, who is to 

^e y *t. J ^j^ S ^s than ever in love -with Achmet ; 

to I ^ charraih 'T^.y**^ cfFective, and quite as decorative 

hi^ ?t->^e about Q^e ^' * French poodle. If 1 bought 

^Od Would take jT^i «** '" ""^ P"'' '''th me in London 

g^g^^^^^afce Him carrv^ '^^'^ parcels — he is as well-bred and 

<l<=a,-_ ^' "s 5, gre^fcc^ ».* -rad with no nasty habits. He is a 

^^^J«i^_^ -Sfour fooh'sh, rather lonely 

^~'"^ir^'^ 4,. Doris. 

*■ -«.«aething more to tell you about 





..^ Waters of C««ha«* 

r ,- <• ACT That ubiq-f"" »«*?! 
^-,f her fattier. seems to t»« 

the attitude of ^^^f«^"f ' ^er in the 

hich the cheap 1*?^" ^^^s, pendants. 

invent for pens, ^'r^/*^'^ 1^ ^aUed 

vcrything, ^n. feet, that 



^**'**l' I, ^ loved that shapeless hand 
etJ ^hy they lovea 



ps «=>«=" fi- ^ evil eye. 
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rrj^*f •:T,To«tio,, ft«her. -But why 
Jfi-**^ ^° =y= ^ " *' It"*'"" shrugged 

He daughter of the Prophet/' 
^-- I said ; ** but why does the hand 
T^rophct keep the evil eye off you 
You can see it in another form 

the East." 
^^ shoulders: 
it has become the custom ; every 

-vehen you begin to think of 

othing left for it but to ignore 

^&ten up by thcnn, for if you p^d 

liat you kne^e after the sHortest 

r own, what a slave you i^ould 

stance, Friday is the lucky day, 

learned to give Friday a wide 

t formed from the joined horns 
>rse-shoc, 'with its ends turned 
epresent the uplifted hand of 
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,e and in dodging ^^^ 

,„g I Ba,d 1 „,, '/"avoid "«i"e 

'^^ Wa»r. B ^^^_ b„t to^ ^.ji give 

/t^^pea.ed n.y "Madam ^.„,^ 

ter five, h- „hich .s th ^^ ^^ 

°^ "S;::3-spea.lng..F^ ^^^ 

V=r::rHei.e nad^finj^hed 



;^-„-f the -A^i^ ^''°i saying, when «= ^^^j^ i 

.,.„, .he r^„,,^ ^ta^va»>'=''°*f„rd Persian ring of 
; "•»"=-"°"' '^"^ I K, having (an °W ^ j„p,uo.se, 

I set my heart tlf^^" one large dark-bl 
'— •■ set ,^i ct* .,1,^ a big "rbuncle; ^^ 



silver 






rydoesafarai-JJ^-^bl^ 

«-: If "e.snot^-^^.^^.he 

sins are not h,sO«n. ^^^f„„ 

; ordained by Allan . _ .. 



,j stands up ..oi 
to J "^^^lease tell rne, 

''°- ti" =L"S!:l?=ut';y '»:*AV- ordained by AUan^.--^^^^, 
Moh^r^-ra.A every^r-*^fittle glass hand can keep 
how^_^„ y=i» think ,J»=s**: ^ ^,t this evd is to "^ ' 

if A,^_* <.^<.J™d^,^-:c-»nB~ ,he trouble just now to 

-« -_::, yourself. 

*^ y neatly, I thought. 

--rr.Tft/Xer^^ohi- 

ndtXrobeasoldicofthe 

the morning if it is going to ta 

AUah knows." My "'^="1^^' 

^ on superstitions to-aay for this 
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^t>e Waters of Carthage 

^ shirt, worn like a jebba, 
"^^^^ i n three bounds. —ilh Achroct, 

_^ — ^ ■• l_ ^ I ■1'-' i 

„ Achmet, what 



should 



took; the 



I do without 



eato^* 



„-„ one is almost as good 
v^«ve A^«=fc„et always "^^ °" ^ fo^ p^cocks' 

poM<:».s\ng f -~- - —■--■» wand. n ' . . _ 



'^oUltL^rf^^^ ^'-'i^r/tt'a/pearhit a„d steaming 
"'^-f .at^' '^ ?^^ ^e^'^ '^^'dish, rm sure, which Rebekah 
^*-^ .'"7"^/''' ^^^ l^aTJsaac on that eventfol occasion. 
^^A^i^^ tobambooj.;^ ^^ ou* with the stealthy, silent smft- 
'^ess _ -T^^ed snrino-^ i^- *^ rnoves towards me with a slim. 



^PHg^ 



and 



a cat. 



Achrr^ 
which 




^^ver fails to inspire me with cn^ry 
alt Mabriicka what she TPants," I 

^3 from the more hopeful Bedouin 

■^— *gfion. 

= said, " to entreat you to restore 

s. -you bought yesterday." A-chmet 

-tic, " She has no right to ta-ouble 

send her away at once, if you 

rf^ no value to any one but herself^ 

^«=> great a lady as yourself would 

it she can neither pray nor 

walked all over the city and 

she has been to every hotel." 



CHAPTER Vll 

HdTEL EVMOM, 

Tunis, May, 1905. 
How often I say to myself that nothing shall interfere 
with my letters to you, and Allah wills it otherwise — 
see what it is to be in the land of the Prophet ! The 
last interruption, just as I sat down to write, was a 
message from Bachir to say that the whole city of Tunis 
is to be illuminated to-night in honour of the French 
fleet, which has just come into port. It will be rather 
interesting to see how the Arabs carry out this order. 
Will they bring out their fine rock-crystal chandeliers 
to illuminate the souks, as they did on the night of 
the Prophet's birthday, and will they convert the square 
in front of the Kasba into an orchard hanging with 
grape-like bunches of red fruit (they have a beautiftd 
way of clustering their Japanese lanterns together inside 
fine hoops of iron in the shape of a bunch of grapes) ? 
Just fancy a big square with a garden in the centre of 
it full of trees burdened with huge clusters of bright 
tomato-coloured fruit. The Japanese could have imagined 
nothing finer in effect. There was no other note of 
colour — just the green leaves and the glorious tomato- 
orange of the lanterns. To-night I fancy the whole 
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a cornice and architrave just Uke * ^/n r>,^|5/e, j/sq 
charimng antique columns (picking ^tbage, / 

suppose) sunk into each corner. i . 

Women guard the tombs by day *** ^ll bjr night, 
so when Bachir knocked at the door ^ ^aj cautiously 
opened, and I was admitted through a Chinfc, Thea it 
was instantly shut in Bachir's iace, ror the dark-eyed 
pale-faced girl who admitted me was unvciJed and an 
Arab. 

And now let me think how I can bring before your 
mind the vastness and simplicity and whiteness and 
coolness of the whole thing — this gigantic family vault. 

In the mirror of my mind it remains (unimportant as 
I thought it at the time) one of the most oriental things 
which I have seen so far in Tunis. But impressions are 
such cussed things, they form themselves whether we 
wish it or not for good and all, without ever saying 
" by your leave." I often remember most vividly 
things I have never thought about, or reahsed I 
was looking at, when the impression made its indelible 
mark on my mind. 

The interior of the building is not beautiful or even 
picturesque, and not very striking (at least so I con- 
sidered at the time), but Mohammedan to the last degree. 

Imagine an enormous building completely hned — walls 
floor, and roof — with white marble ; then picture to 
yourself the floor covered with white-marble tombs very 
like Carthaginian sarcophagi, arranged in even rows 
and ail exactly similar in shape, the distinguishing 
mark of the male defunct being a fez carved in granite 
which surmounts a little column at the head of the 
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with a fine tomb— I fency only 'ft^^^f^t ^" ^^y 
spedaUy reverenced in their Ufetime. i^hl ^"'^edans 

bve to tell you that the beautiful S - . »s q/ f>^j.g 
died a good Mussulman in TutuS* C £5 jtnown 

generally as " Sidi Bou-S^d," and C^^itiul Larigerie, 
the founder of the White Fathers and of the cathedral 
at Carthage, is called the " Marabout Rouge." I always 
loved St. Louis ; he seems to me as romantic and 
picturesque a figure as any of King Arthur's knights, 
so I am longing to see both the mosque and cathedral 
which have been built in his honour. 

There are major and minor swnts, of course. The 
tiled koubbas in the public cemeteries generally belong 
to the latter ; the former have fine mosques for their 
tombs. The monument always lies below the centre dome. 
A great number of the lesser s^nts increase in importance 
after death. At the same time I have seen the people 
in the bazaars run after a holy man, who looked to me 
like an ordinary b^gar, and kiss the hem of his burnous, 
and entreat him to " bless their children." 

Some Monday I am going to see the procession of 
Arab women visiting the tomb of the most popular 
woman sunt in Tunis. It is built on a high rock over- 
looking the city. The bones of this particular swnt were 
lost for centuries until a famous seer divined where 
they had been hidden for safety. A search was made, 
and sure enough her skeleton was found buried in the 
exact spot where the seer had divined. It is one of the 
great sights of Tunis, the Monday procession of veiled 
women who toil up the hill to the white mosque which 
holds the saint's bones. 
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what was the nature of the trouble th»t rcP^ a ^rientai 
hearts. In another moment they had * - ^ (i ^kwardiy 
into the carriages which were waiting . ^Hj ^^^ ^^ 

m^n avenue of the cemetery (dull, ill-k^»^ ^^klng cabs 
with wooden shutters instead of windov?^/' ^tid f/,e self. 
satisfied eunuch coachmen had whipped Up (^g horses 
into a trot, and off went my mysterious visitors, back to 
their harems or homes, as the case might be. 

As time passed, on and on they came, these white 
figures — all with black ^es, all filled mth the same desire 
to invoke the ^d of some saint in their trouble. Each 
one bore in her hidden arms a bundle of fine candles. 

Perhaps in time I shall even find out what is the 
meaning of the ostrich-eg^ and their use. 

This visit to the tombs is the weekly dissipation of 
all Arab women in Tunis. If I had to be bom an Arab 
woman, I would certainly pray to be born a hard-working 
homeless Bedouin, for they at least have liberty and love 
and freedom ; and rightly too, for they splendidly support 
their lazy lords, who show a pretty taste in women, and, I 
must admit, know how to manage them. 

One of these white figures in the cemetery came up 
and spoke to me. I was walking up the long cypress 
avenue which divides the cemetery in two. She spoke 
only Arabic, and all that I could see of her face, of course, 
was the white and brown of her gleaming eyes ; so this 
was the nature of our conversation : she pointed to the 
city with a very henna-stained finger. Which reminds 
me that " a dye-woman " in Tunis takes the place of 
our manicurist in London ; she earns her living by 
bearing gossip to the harems and dyeing with henna 
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odd— the orthodox Arabs, who are ^ ftO"^ \ ^ingulirly 
free fiom all shams and vulgar affe^ ^ off their life. 



time, have a curious habit of shoW 
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^t funerals. 



The corpse is taken to the cemetery i^ " *'"~'''g'eous coffin 
covered with splendid trappings, but O^ '^ly it js inside 
the gate it is taken out of the fine undertafcer's casket 
and buried in a very shallow grave in scarcely any grave- 
clothes. It is always laid in the grave on its right 
side with its iace Mecca-wards ; a little stone cushion is 
placed under the head, so that the face can be turned 
towards Mecca. But I should imagine that the French 
authorities of Tunis to-day demand some sort of a 
coffin, and a r^ulation depth of grave. 

Jewish cemeteries here are the oddest things in the 
world. When there are no mourners in them, they are 
simply enclosed pieces of flat ground paved all over 
with white marble. But when you come to inspect one 
quite closely you find that this field of marble is made 
up of different jMCces all of exactly the same size and 
shape, closely cemented together. Each of these neat 
divisions is a family tomb. But the nothingness of the 
whole thing is appalling when there are no white figures, 
shaped like the shells of whelks, dotted all over it in the 
attitude of prayer. When mourners are there, with their 
towering head-dresses supporting a drapery of white 
which falls right over them to the ground, a Jewish 
cemetery presents one of the weirdest scenes imaginable. 
When I first saw one with these fat Jewesses all seated 
on their feet on the plsun of glittering white marble, I 
could scarcely believe it was true — they did not look 
the least bit like human bangs, but Btr more like an 



When I erst came here it seemed ^^^^ fot ^ ^hej»- ^^^ 
to be deeply and everlastingly gra^ ^^^^ bv/^^ing ^^^^^ 
city under such excellent administr* guh* ^ery day 
one learns their true feelings on th& ^^^^ ^^ bow 
cruelly and unnecessarily they were insi" '^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ 
As an Arab lives ever in the past he IS txot likely to 
forget or forgive, whatever prosperity the future may 
bring him. 

Just think of it ! For twelve great centuries 
Moorish rule in Tunis was unbroken, and to-day it has 
vanished for ever into thin air! I call it a horrible 
vandalism [ Why should ancient dynasties be less 
respected than anaent buildings? When I look at the 
white palace of Bardo, I cannot help feeling ftill of sorrow 
for that foolish and pathetic figure, the Bey. He is, so 
to speak, a State prisoner in his own capital, a prisoner in 
*'The White," as Diodorus Siculus christened Tunis 
eighteen centuries ago. (And here let me mention that 
Freeman says that befere ever there was a Carthage, 
Tunis existed.) By the courtesy of his discourteous 
invaders, the Bey is permitted to retain six hundred 
soldiers as a personal bodyguard, while the French have 
a garrison of ten thousand men. Alas 1 how are the 
mighty fallen ! Just think of it I The Bey of Tunis — 
how the very name suggests mystery and power and 
desfwtism I — the Bey who for twelve centuries kept the 
whole of the Mediterranean under his sway and at bay 
with his fine Barbary corsairs and countless armies ; 
that he to-day should be of less importance in the 
capital of his own kingdom than the head official of the 
French post office 1 — for that is virtually so. All the same, 



finger." he said. " It was h^d, ' //ijUSK belje^^ ^at 
England knew and understood aw " j^C'^y > ^e breacA 
of international law, the amazing ^^ , p^» ^f tiie wAoJe 
thing, and stood quietly aloof— EngW^ ' Mo had always 
come to the aid and rescue of the opP^ ^d ^^ ^f ^^ 
unjustly attacked ! How we loved your ^ngUgfj qag^n 
and trusted her ! But to-day, all Europeans are the 
same — they are our natural enemies." 

In your next letter please tell me the whole story, 
dear. Even the beautiful French officers in their strange 
but becoming uniform, who always take their meals in 
the hotel, do not seem the same to me now. 

I felt ashamed somehow to tell Bachir that / think the 
reason of all the present trouble in North Africa is that 
England s^d to France, " If you'll stop bothering us about 
Egypt* we'll turn our heads the other way when you 
take your trip into Morocco." But what I want to know 
so much is, can any powerful nation that Ukes calmly 
attack another nation which is at peace with it — without 
being very rude ? Bachir says France's only excuse for 
attacking Tunis was the theft of a cow by an Arab from 
a French former, and the deed was amply apologised for 
and restored in value fourfold. 

It seems rather awfiil that just because one country 
is more advanced in warfare than another (though a mere 
modern in civilisation compared to Tunis), that the 
strong one can swoop down like an eagle on a defenceless 
flock of sheep and rob it of its eyes and entrails, and 
leave it helpless and bleeding, to be for ever the scorn 
of its neighbours. I know you will say, " If France had 
not taken Tunis, Germany would — and then ! ! " Well, I 



CHAPTER VIII 

H&tsl Eymou, 
Tuni% Ui^, iga$. 
My Deak Man, 

The plot thickens ! The romance of the souks 
flourishes like the proverbial bay-tree, and Jack is a dear 
Jack Ass 1 Who do you think has usurped the seat 
outside the shop of Monsieur Ajeebj perfumer — the seat 
of the '* Beautiful Lady " — but la petite Beige. 

It appears that fi-om the first moment that the Moor 
let his devouring eyes light on that piece of dimpled 
prettiness, he has been, to use Bachir's expression, " a 
disordered slave of love." 

Having been " nursed in the bosom of indulgence 
and reared in the lap of prosperity" (these also are 
Bachir's words), all he really desires is — what is beyond 
his reach. 

The possessing of an English wile did at first give 
him a curious pleasure, because of the novelties as well 
as the triumph of the situation. 

Monsieur Ajeeb is an fcsthete as well as a sensualist ; 
his feasts of love must not be wholly carnal, they 
must be accompanied by beauty of colour, beauty 
of sound, and beauty of form. Bachir says his litde 
dinners are quite renowned, for at them every sense is 
satisfied. In this particular the fastidious Moor is like 
"9 9 



cooing. Her husband, who ^^^^ ^^fs^^. ^'^IcA (he 
courted her in German), did not i"' l^fcd J 

The next morning, when she ^P^'^jjp- ^ the bazaar 
without the Angry Saxon, but aCC l^;^ ^^ ^^ 

foolish ni^er in the green jebba whc"" t^atro/used cfte 
first day in Tunis, Monsieur Ajeeb JnVlted her to take 
his wife's seat outside his shop and sent an Arab off for 
some refreshment, which consisted of a sort of sweet 
condiment made of pomegranate seeds and honey. 

She accepted both with that childish gaiety which so 
well becomes her. 

" You must show me the secrets of your perfumery," 
she swd, " and explun to me the virtue of your scents." 

The Moor, who was now no longer the sad and siglung 
lover, proved himself a most agreeable and interesting com- 
panion. The honey had made la petite Beige thirsty, 
so she now ^pped a delightfiil sherbet of sugar and violet 
water, and smoked scented cigarettes. To retain her, 
Monsieur Ajeeb told her Arab legends and many tragedies 
of the bazaars, and recited love-poems to her which stood 
the test, let me tell you, of translating into French better 
than into English. They did not shock the little Belgian, 
but amused her highly; she thinks Mohammedans are the 
most devout and the most sensual people in the world. 

The time passed so quickly that she was surprised 
when the noonday call to prayer caused a general move- 
ment in the souks. The Arabs, who had been lying 
on the floors of their dens wrapped up in thwr white 
burnouses, got slowly up, and slipping their white- 
stockinged feet into their heelless yellow slippers, 
sauntered majestically off to the nearest mosque, which 
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<.I^ve and hate. I ^uPPO^^y. /l^ ^ Mo«s/eur 



Ajeeb? But now I must say tf« '^ ^-Jj r-^Pyou&om 
jrour prayers. Another rime Jo\i ^, ^^cft me tfte 
lar^uages which do reqiure a master- 

* • * a 

And so it is tadtly understood that the little Belgian 
may occupy the seat in Monsieur Ajeeb's shop just so 
long as it amuses her. It is outside the shop, my dear 
husband, and the Angry Saxon deserves a good lesson, 
so don't take a dislike to la Beige. She is no Ibol, 
but just as fond of fiin as a kitten, and the Moor is 
her ball of bright worsted for the present. Besides, you 
must try to remember that this fine Moor keeps no 
ordinary scent-shop. He does not at all belong to the 
shop-keeping class in England ; but all Arabs are taught 
some trade, so that they can be self-supporting if mis- 
fortune robs them of their wealth. 

" Perhaps if I go to the Souk-el-Attarin," she said 
to me, " and learn that flower-language and amuse the 
vain Andalusian, then madame his wife will be free to 
walk in the French town." 

I laughed. " You little intriguer," I said, " will 
your big husband find our ' lady of the sorrowful eyes ' 
amusing ? " 

" Oh, — Jean ! " she said. " I did not think of Jean — 
nothing ever amuses him. I was thinking of your — of 
your — of your friend," she got it out at last. "He 
would be amused, I think ; and after all, Tunis is 
Tunis — why not amuse ourselves ; I am learning a great 
deal " 

"I am sure ofit» my dear," 1 said And now to 
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else in Tunis. £j/IH(i 

La petite Beige was a littJ^ 
pushing her way through the dens*= ^^ d. 
was enough to make one pause 
most of the towering turbaned elders stood, 
in their pale greens and mauves and fles/i-tinte fi>rmed 
the next row, while schoolboys and little children were 
allowed the front places. 

The orinary Arab schoolboy is such a dear thing, 
he is always so delightfully clean and dark-eyed ! He 
wears voluminous white linen trousers and a fiiU white 
shirt, which is held in place by a bright red sash of 
the same shade of scarlet as the ubiquitous fez which sets 
off his splendid black hair and beaudfiil head. 

A Tunisian crowd, like a Sicilian one, is invariably 
polite to strangers, so la Beige and I soon found 
ourselves classed with the children and allowed to stand 
in the front row. We were of course the only women 
in the crowd, but you generally are the only women 
in any place in Tunis unless it is in the noisy Sicilian 
quarter of the dty or in the little Paris outside the Gate 
of the Orient. 

I had pulled la Beige along with me. *' Come, 
they are snake-charmers," I said ; ** now aren't you 
glad you were brave ? " — she has never ceased » 
regret that she was not with us the day the fortune- 
teller made the geometrical signs in the sand. 
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did not condescend to ^^^^^^^i^ "*lW^^ «»«^ 
had been tied round his head he scar^^*^""*^ *^ 

it round his long bare neck lik^ ™* 

To stop the flow of eloquence W^ich ititrod^ 
name of Allah at each fresh intaking of }xis breath *^^**^ 
one in the audience cried out that one of the anak ^ 
was escaping and making its way through the feet of 
the audience. There was a general movement backwards 
on the part of the onlookers, but without ceasing his 
invocation to the Almighty the magician stepped stealthily 
towards the snake and picked it up and held it at brown 
arm's-length high up in the air. He opened his mouth 
very wide, and gradually lowered the snake until its spade- 
shaped head was well down his throat ; then his white 
teedi closed on its nostrils. 

The crowd were very pleased at this, but I should have 
thought more of it if he had bitten the beast's head off. 
After kissing its cold lips he threw it unhurt on the 
matting, and motioned to the orchestra to commence 
its barbaric twanging and pipe-blowing ag^n. One little 
boy in the orchestra took my fancy ; he looked like a 
child dervish in his big beef-pudding hat of grey felt 
and his stiff grey felt cloak, his poor little face deathly 
pale, his black eyes ^atically bright. Some of the 
snakes had crawled like moist lava out of the bags ; 
they were loathsomely fat and hideous. 

But la Beige was growing impatient. " Surely he 
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But in an instant the crowd had loosenecf atid j?u 
itself back and the snake was captured. The magician 
stood with the huge beast held up to view. What he 
did to it I don't know, but the next moment its wriggJing 
body became perfectly still and apparently lifeless ; then 
with superb dignity he kissed it and flung it across the 
matting and turned his attention to the other beasts, 
which were making their way out of their bags. 

But our patience and appetite for charmers were 
abating. The sun had been beating down upon us with 
all the fierceness of an African May at the hottest hour 
of the day, so after ag^n throwing down some coppers 
on the matting, which Bachir said were a very liberal 
contribution to this ancient art of black magic, we 
stepped out of the crowd and strolled off to the cafe. 
That magic-man with his weird orchestra and skin 
bags full of snakes did not do anything very wonderful, 
I must admit, but he was another of the boy " Kim's " 
companions, and somehow the very silence and mystery 
of the desert seemed still to surround him. His lean 
grace, his slow stealthy movements, his exquisitely 
chiselled features, the far-off look in his eyes — which 




« Waters of CartHa«:e 

^^ t^^n a part of his actor's business, 
' ^is monotonous and harmonious 
S^ in my ears. Oear desert Arab 
^^Ci to see you with your matting 
^g" sea of yellow sand, surrounded 
■ o^%JVn people I City Arabs are, after 
"l^ix^g, charming as they are- 
^o down to the sea in ships see 
^I>, and those who cross the desert 
^ystrcry of the East. 
sirr^plicity are twin brethren, like 
almost inseparable from one 
, I ask you, more simple or 
^ baby ? And when one meets 
J^^rfecdy simple man ar \vroman, 
" ttiey wear for us I 

be perfectly simple, that gresLt 
"o. When w^e reached the cafe 
tisible in the centre of a cro^rd of 
-ratals, all of the Mrell-to-do dass, 
*^g or drinlcing coflee or playing 
^Kich, after aU, is the A^rab's most 
^'■naent — under the trees near the 
^Ite square. 

^^is telling me about NIonsicur 

^Ulmiration for herself. She takes 

^^e has gone so far as to implore 

^roi/Aout her nigger chaperon and 

the Belvedere this evening, where 

^>^ost splendid view of Tunis and 

^^ino- He has also invited her 



^'^ ^^' 
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-3^ I'egim to 
. Ho 



•,ylvi» 
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CZatihag^ 



, _ -*. is not ^'^a»^ 

ba-na ? -Axidi remember, it * ^^s 



safe to 



:tv ^i^«..^:3j3 .. held ». 

^t r^ieu*:^ sije said ; •« if the g;»xac n i^^ dangers, 

Hold ocfc fun I " 

P*^** Ciordon's lines came 9iti&t^^ .^^ ^^ 

^ game was ever j^t «M»rth a r«p» 

£**<»■ « rational imm (o |»l«y» 
^te which no acd^^^t oo mishap, 
Could possibJr fiuj ^ way. 

''*, them to her. 

t it is true / " sh^ ^- j, *« Do j^ou „at think 
e so much mOfe entertaining if he was not 

prefer him as j^^„ ^he Baptist ? " I asiked. 
* **^°°-c«>" of laughter made a good- 
Arab who Wis seated at the next tabie look 
t»ncy he found her good, for I noticed 
ents later he had cJiangred his chair to one 

ir^!'^ ^ "^ He was a beautifid study 
f* » even his slender shoes were not 
iichotrope. 

' «he said. - but how droU Jean was I 
'or yourself he cannot take a joke 
^e word AasMsA he becomes quite r«J 
looked at me with her quick bird-like 

-ch\"^^;j?l>^. -<*<*enl3.. 

looks w K ^ ^«— 't interests 
JooJcs and why you Jbrc Aim." 

'-^mce," I said; ''but just because 
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I do love him, I am not quit« 
to meet him. 

« Ah ! you think I am - ^y 
pass the days with Monaeur ^ iv <(v 

" I think you are far too § ftUS^^jJ^-t at, , 
for any woman who has a hum**' ^^ ( '^ tcr -fi^ li^ 
easy in her mind, if you cho** ^*2aJt^ 4$ j'^^^ 

pass ' at her expense." _ _ ^ '^j 

"Indeed! but I never would wOingJjr gy'j^ ^ 
any unhappiness in that way ; it is too widtec^ ijy. „ . 
just to be a woman makes life full of troubles for her 
does it not ? '* 

When la Beige looks serious she looks perfectly 
delicious ; what man would not wish to woo her back to 
smiles if he had been the cause of her gravity } 

" You pretty pigeon," I sud, " so even your dimples 
sleep behind clouds sometimes, do they? I don't be- 
lieve there is a scrap of real malice in your whole being." 

" I hope not malice" she said, " and I would not 
play on even Monsieur Ajceb's heart if it was fresh and 
young ; but it is just like a very ripe banana which has 
lain in the hot sun — quite past its best ; and madame his 
wife — she docs not like to sit on that stool outside his 
shop." 

A flower-seller came along at that moment, and 1 
noticed that the harmony in mauves at the next table held 
up a slender white hand on which an immense single 
turquoise stood out like a carbuncle. 

He chose a beautiful red carnation and a posy of 
jessamine fixed on to a thin spike of wood. When the 
boy had passed on to the next customer (a big high- 
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U .u.ound«i W,* efts, ^^r*^ V VV' v^'^v? 
habitual cuaomers, but 1 4°-'*'' ^. ^, ;4«1 \0^ ^^^\ 
two figures dressed exactly il»"- ffl^ >^ Vives ^> 



Ctopt^ 



two figures uiww«,« / a ' nn 

gieens and delicate flesh-tints °'^f ^ (V^ 

care, r^ 



and exquisite blues and slate e 



of" 



the predominating colours at 
doubtedly reserved for the bette'' 



3^5, ''^■^' 

burnous, however, was almost univc»«u. Ep'Ca . **»• 

hottest weather an Arab (I use the word broad/j^j ^J" ^^^ 
goes without his burnous, and I really don't Wond **" 
for it is as picturesque, if not as dramatic-ioofcino ^' 
the universally admired cloak of the Italian cavairy' 
officer. But the Arab, however great a dandy he may 
be, never lets his vanity show itself; it is never as strong 
as his expression of indif^rence, whereas the Italian 
is so vun that he always looks as self-conscious as a 
picture postcard of himself. 

At the poorer cafes clothes do not count so much, 
rough browns and whites predominate, and turbans 
are conspicuous by their absence. The brown-and-white- 
striped chemise with a hood, which the poorest Tunisians 
wear, is a most serf-like garment ; no English workhouse 
oiuld have devised an uglier uniform. You can see 
hundreds of these strange human zebras squatting 
about the kerbstones out^de markets waiting to carry 
packages, or sleeping about the streets under the shadows 
of the whitewashed walls. Only Allah knows what 
keeps these oriental sparrows from starving, and He 
does not tell. 

Quite unexpectedly a strangely different 6gure from 
all the others stood up in front of us. He might have 
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. a curiously *i'^*>*!5 *f<»^ v"'*" ^^* ^ f VV> 
^e People.- ♦^^^ ^^^'yo St'I^*"^"*' J-^f'^ 




" for all 

^out he -H~k —^ 
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When the scented cof 
water for himsdf ; wh 
raising it to his lips 
on the sand beside h 

« Why did he dc 
Bachir — ^it had some 

« * The earth gav< 
desert custom." 

^^ Does he also co 

" He has crossed 

« Three times ! " 
miles across ! — that r 
and the stars/' 

'* You bet it does, 
chap to stare; he s 
at the present momi 
you ? " 

I pouldn*t help 
" baccy " you never i 

If he had been a 
in a rapt. Jack's k 
thing in bright blue 
little child between 
Jack's embarrassed 
eyes. 

" The chap's dott 
may all enjoy it, but 
Bachir, or what he fii 

La petite Beige 
honour he is paying ] 
people as they pass ; 



-> touch his i^ « £ ci *. 

^ he has ^*'^^. ^nd W for * ^^^^'»^-whilc 

iieur Bachir ^ ^nd really good J l>leasc ask 
repeated l^Jar ^ ^less me." 
rlassy eyes /j.Q^'^uest in Arabic. The saint 
d then at nje *^ Jack's face and looked at 
'^e as to wi^ ^ *nd I think Ac must have 
Ae solemnly /j^ ^^k of us had asked for the 

ji^^*5ded me the beautiful string 



5 as large sa %^ ^^ ^c» holding in his hands ; 
)]uBi. l>igeon's egg and the colour 



Beige 




her vdent request for 



,as now his ;^ "^ "^^^^ requc^- " 
. i:hey not P^.^?^^'' ''^^^ ^^^ craved. 
:Iow I woul. ^^ Jection against the 
ie," I saia^ '<^ve to have thein 1 



»^» i 5*»lt^:^ — -w ««^« .^.w<a« . 

r». Bs the la^^g^ ^or I /elt the moment to oe 
fme is telJir^^g on of hands by a bishop at 

^ Bachir something^. ^What is 

ixold the^ 

irt:* ^^e^ds so — in your ti^o hands, 

9 Sachir 

t trook %.^ ^Id me for about two minutes, 
rmircd ^^^ back, and, looking at them 
' ^^'^^ ^^'"^ ^f the Koran over them, 
^ to me and told me to hold 

^ore. ♦ 

^/^ he asked for anotber glass of 

r^Ore exhausted tHan wben he sat 

^is thin lips were not black: like a 

parched. Without: Ix^ing really 





the ^^^T^a^tei* of <^arth^g* 



« tH.8L«: x» mattes tauchkg fc%iQ 
dorrxestic life it ,-, stjy Aftaricjir 
d pvir^ly orieotaj ^**l7 

.oul«i liave sat ^ „ig./,f -^ ^^^^ 

Wy ^<"fds of 3unset p^e atrar into 
so^th, and Waited for the AfHat„ 

5^ O ,'*' ^^^'^ '^'^ ^'^ '^^ 
, rf'' *"y the minarets and domes, 

^ ^wh^^^ nothing made her « man 

*e rvT^ towards the tram. 

i 80^"^^ ^°°<^ »n Tunis ? " I 

»!<!.'**,.* ^ttle pinch. "Oh, you 

^iitre d*^ ^^ "*® **^ y°** How I 
I tQ . ^6tel that my husbajid 

^ Who ^^ ^"5^ place if He ^ras 

jqqj ^'vajTs had to malce him 

t'j^*^ the cigars were cheap, 

f iSorf ?**» monsieur,' I said, • / 



, » '^ers, such grreat delicacies, 
, ^^ when he tells me how 

.. * and hovr very exceUent 

^'^e d'h6tcl for these nice 

* **alance o«i all the cigars 

cfteap... 3^^ gave a Uttle 

V^ good arrangement. 1 
"'^'scs me; and if I spend 



3l Cattba^* 

vebetrayeaHf [fshehad 

ttcry, and alaS 1 SiJe had no 

carve that fish. But teU 

uld Monsieur Ajeeb have 

jcs not look to his wife for 

saved these two duties-" 

; shrug of her shoulders. 

^es arc grey-biue, the true 

rd, but he is an Oriental^ 

the moon and stars, would 

countrywoman of yours 

^rant or innocent, i^hichever 
% that the whole situation 
^e was a descendant of an 
sliced to her of Iiis SpanisH 
^P-bringing and the inter- 
^- Ax the time she -was 
^^'^'an princess C^f sorts) 
•o do the ^?irork of a l>adly 
^^> who gambled all xught 
Tunis and Jcnei?^ ^^onsieur 
im to Palermo. A. Sicilian 
onds of his, and He ^Krent 
e princess, also the l>eautiful 
r> desperately unhappy and 
ny she had in the world 
ourney out to Palormo to 



"^ ^looci^" I said, " y^ ^ never 

r l^^^^^ses, poor thiwg^* ^e not so 
*ios^3^ seen many titnes y^iy fine- 
st of ti^^^^ stopped, growing at the 
' ^^e,-t^^^r faces/ • 
i ejq^^ she said. ** I think in Tunis 
^ocJtir^ ^ion, are not atoll nice, but 
io'wii^ ^^ than in London^' 
ncid^^^^ on in this ridiculous way 

'^ happened, which I must 



I 



f xT^ ^^ <5^ wroman iielio brings 

d t^r^^^^^ men's characters^ When 

^;^ ^^^ tile road had been ivatcred 5 

slc^^^'^^ed with wet dust. t-a 

'"^^:^^^ ^eld up in the approved 

^^^ ^ ^ectfng: bcr first step. 

^^^^Pagije^oloured shoes and 
^^y are as pretty as any 

' >i ^**' ^^^" ' ^^ ^ ^ cannot 

*e would carry me ^for thi 



Waiting for us a fe^v^ yards 
1 ack would iiave risen to the 
lent a young ./krab student in 
college (a beautifUl ^irision of 
k stockings> passed us and 
t glance Before la petite 

fooliah foot on t^^ river of 
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rather Jew^ish and 

for since I 
^::ched the horrible 
Jewish village af 
-^>n service in the 
is IsLst event set 
hurch in Africa, 
^£ht about until 

subject un 
:anteresting' if one 
ating of West 
iy Christian 
almost completely 
fired by the Israelitish 
posed to be ~ 



ly Christian 
hed my last 



Hll— Ariana and 

rxcw cathedral 

me ivonderingf 

hich of couj-se 

this visit to 



sun, 
€ynly studied 



in 



tAeword ^/ which is 
es here means simply^ 
te as often (for every 
«"), translates itself 
Thus Sdi-Bou-Said 
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.»*'*'^^t«'>>ch po"*'^ 



»«.<! too Vons » ^^^.Itous »»^ ^ 

-nise verj^ vieML tog? hoPpi**^' 

fricaix bc^^a. trench ^^ ^^^ i^ 

iy quite ^^oyed «**J the ^^ .^^. 

1 the dai ^^y ^c^^^ ^,p -^j^^in^ 



Louvre i^ >»/*T boug*»* * e *^'^'^* 
i'Sr fo— teen ^f p^ncH ^^Tpo-^ 

-- 't ensured my St. A^^^cb ^S^ od*!. 
*l^i«»ffi^*ve that these ^^^ ^Hexr J^^ 

^pon f^'^i^ French ^*^fX <ytt ^^^ 
^ o« ^.^^^^ than 1 -^ coV>n>«* 

sitting-root^ .-.ttfo 

^ very modest- 




shopping tHe 
U*^ in the middle "^ '^'^.unging (their 
,„. began making » g^**^ .urpnse in this 
^■ng Jwjys comes as a presently I saw 
«^? and synagogues) and P h„^ing 

>"«ber of French and Itahan «_ .^j too— up 
^athedral. Of course I " ^^ ;„,„ that 
. P^ and under the P""'"'"' ,]f the most 

r/-'"'^Hf ptnl ';--"'' """"'"='' 

Ct""' "marbles, there was a «"|^ ^_^„ 

'"';-e^7''""8- As I have spent .«y^^_.^^^, „^ 

OO- .Ja **^' ^'^" ""'*/" hi feminine is 

frf, ihk'"^'^^ 'he absence of the ^^ous 

.rr^-.— i-rdrrjTas^^-^^^^^^^^ 

Cr-Aeir dar-a^ hefds were wreathed with wh^e 
/ tfceir sta.:»:-«=l,e<j muslin dresses were as 
^ ,as sno,^. Each self-eonscious l"tle en 

^^-i^^ "■ »»er hands some gift— ari ""^^"^^ 

,f^ i^«^'7-t.-=.„„d prayer-book-a memento of 
Li^'T'^ co.„^,^^„i„^.\hat all-important event 
'"^ <r/»««-=.S=- faetween childhood and matunty. 
*--*^^^^'^'--=»=.«rives were bestowing tearful and 
."f^ ^^^ ■«'* «=«=>«gratulations, not only upon their 
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^ nearly so gre 

c^ff to play all 
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^^union ' dress 
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^o ^^^ spend 
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of Carthage 

r their dark shade watcKvng 
.„ of Christ-they are the 
^ot some human exhibvts 
, "ne Boulevard des Italiens^ 

T^o^ld «ot help thtnkirvg -t* 
* '^ . « 4.Viat here ac 



i- '^0^ tokens twi- * — & 

'"c^thoUe Church of Chri,t 
u^I^d centuries, the banner of 
^ that ancient and historic 
JT t:he St- Augustines, gone 
the St. Loviises ! Of these will 
ury re-tirth— ^«i saiti 
priests who prepared these new 
great event had fired their young 
r quick: emotions with the glorious 

hristiaix Church in North Africa 

ich it vir^^ to-day their privilege to 
.rninatin^ genius and personality of 
any moir^ to them than it does to 
lolic child whose duty it is to learn 
and tl^eir festivals in the Church 
g^^ /^ugvtstine and St. Lx)uis and St. 
and hunnan to them, with Carthage 
. ^^j.»s journey from their homes, than 
. ^^ Catholics ? Did their priests make 
-ial pride in the traditions of the Church 
ch they to-day may help to revive and 
they realise that it was Carthage— that 
Jand out: yonder, under that blue, blue 
Kome, witH all her pride of I^opes and 
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rs of Carthagre 

The meek shall inherit the 
3een a paradox to them, 
lise that all this country was 
t w^as Mohammedan. To me 
ndigenous to the soil aspalm- 
t on " with the natives in a 
er did, for even in its most 
jr was the religion of the 
of the Arabs and Moors or 
I seems to be the instinctive 
sworth Smith says *' Moham- 
:eep as human nature itself^ 
iintain its hold on t/ie Eastern 

arthage which "will mean most 

ai-Christian Carthage^ I mean« 

was still in the heyday of its 

was never entirely Christian. 

to say, after having told vis 

>ut Queen Dido, ** "We leno^w 

as Carthage stood, Dido ^was 

'Ss ; it seems probable therefore 

the mighty city ivas originally 

Idess of the whole Phoerkician 

learned men to tell us these 

)oIite enough to say that of 

hopnician Carthaginians, who 
dary heroes like Perseus or 
ere trade, trade, trade, and 
aised up amongst them tKe 




litat- 



^^^P^ *^^_"^e breathes t/ie t/i u«der ofb*t- '''^- 

■wHo cixir-*-.,,^ ^ ^^^^"^ trading, co^merm/ midii .,J^^ 

ervLV^V.- ^^"^ down their lictie T.cto,,-^^ i^^^-- 

M ^ , - »;*^S <=c»l'On.ist:s in aJl the most favoured 't*^"^V . 
^"^^^— ^ — — - The buUding ^p of ,^^'^^^^^ZZ 

^ot a,p_^e^x t^ tVKem ; they d\d not seem to «, ^ 



^He desire that their 



natio»-j 



to «Tr».^*-l«L ox 

l-ia^r-d liners, 

p>a.i-t:s I-iistor 
ca.r-» sere-, -v^rhe 

l-ier- s»jt>je;crrs- 



^**^ 



S'"'^^'^ ^"^ tVic eyes of the world was unkin^ m 

J-r.erca.t-it\l<= natures. Xheir rich coio„i„ exi^^ 
*^*^ F>^.:»»-t:><=>s.«i of making money ; they wouiti ^^ ^.^^ 
^^'^^"^T^^ ^W i-f tVie:-y could, as Carthage itself was "^^-~0'^ 
i*^ its^ ^ir<=a.test cLays. ^^*:r-^^ 

i-">-i.<2: ■p>\c:t:vj.re Carthage ever called up in 
nr»ir-»ci -was t:V»e cuttir\g-up of that famous t^^^^~~^^^ 
n-»<=si.s»_xm-e: and the lading °f '' down on -^ "^^sT^ 

site of Queen DiJo'j ^ -:W^ 
they contrived to get (j^.^ ^^ ^^^~^ 
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3 of Carthage 

are going to teach history 
re if they say all the nicest 
ake out that aU the wicked 
ked after aU. Even Lucretia 
r best to spoil ; and as for 
Luaovico il Moro, they are 
1 aon't mind Mary Queen 
I proved not to have been a 
if only they don't take awajr 
in't IcnoMT who will be left ! 
y forgiven for his Bluebeard 
iefor-mation sprang from the 
t's clivorce — ^as if the gay old 
ssues of his self-indulgences 
at I shouldn't like to be the 
to school nowadays, if there 
ore -wicked King Johns and 
rest C4S» there be if every one 
^ ^liould have remembered 
n JpUtzabeth if I hadn't been 
to look upon her as a wicked, 
long-^nosed, spiteful woman 
of her pretty cousin ! 
• • # 

rish village, El-Ariana. Being 
[ wanted to go there. 1 was 
sen doing the young Tunisian 
yott meet but few walking in 
:r iix the city, or in the French 
the high headdress ^the token 
ife) and who are not the shape 



t»«:>l>t.in full t3f 
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*^* J^^ the StecpJe/atAr hat, a„d ^^ 
"^■^ iciiotic littje /e<;r afid fm/ge 

■■ly t^omic. I cou/d riiroH' over i 
*^^^=**=«"<:>l-is with a gentie f^ush. 

-village itself >s hideoug^ 
roses ma.y t>«2 _ jj jj, „ot one redeen,;,' 

**" *-'*^ 1-vsa.s a. sa.iT-»ti's tomb I did not see it 
'*^ Ka.s, -foiT tVvti Jews have taken on tiie iVt* ^:;^ 
<:ialti <z»-^ Siiiir-vti — -worship to a great extent. 
is l-^ei^*=ciitEi.ry -with the Jews, just as it 
^^^ol-ii»,i-r-\ xr-r-k^dEtrv^, but then so aiso is the Pt^^~ 
txnci^irt£».l«L^»- V 1 should «o/ care to be a Jew-^.^ 

taULcEi-, ffc>i- 1-^e 1-ia.s to watch over the dead bocj , 
•«rj-i<=>le ni^V-itLS in the cemetery before >t >s «s,~ 
thvix^lt -»vl-ia.t a gruesome occupat.on 1 Ther,. 

Je^^wish family i" ^^fs called Alp^ 
t:V>«= eleventh century, have (Jj^J ^^ 
inccr>i-n«= fi-oinn one of ,he synagogues ^J' , ^^-^ ^ 
ofT<=rins:»* *"«=»>^ •^^•^ particular saint of ft,, ""W^ ^ ^ 
.zl^<= «iiffV=rent branches of , f '"»'!i; »* <*,...X; 
e^s £«.t: tWe tomb "^ ^■'-■' ' ^^ 
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The, 
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or -^ ^ 



^ Waters of Carths^c 

^» the "Feast of the Mutton," when 
^Visands of sheep Are slaughtered and 
^ picturesque- This feast of mutton 
\, does it not? But it is to the 
t Sidi-MaHrex that they owe their 
tal privileges in Tunis to-day, so tvo 
e liberal in their offerings of candles 

been a Tvlohammedan village the 
ave motHered the whole place, just 
' a small ^English town, for Tunisian 
to venera.te their s^nts even more 
self. This saint-worship seems to 
*t. Augustine is always alluding to 
^^ted importance and honour paid 

»nian CHristian. The glorification 

. ® Son was almost lost in the 
unts. 

il^i^ '■eligious life is not con- 

notlT^^^^**' '"^""^ houses used 

*"& »n common with the 

water or Manchester. In Tunis 

tonrx seems to be carried out to 

^r three are gathered together 

e xn the midst of them." 

se that where many branches 

'°T M !^ ^° "°* ^°^We to 
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photographed— in fact, they rather 4^ ^ 

always unveiled; and if the re^^^f^^'t,' ' 9s / f^^^ 
thought it might be, merely ^ /"^^^S Wq, .^^ ^-^^r ;> ^^T 
considered unlucky, then the BedoW' ^ ^Id 6e the surest 
to object to it — they would be the 1* S/iow it. These 

jealousies on the part of orientai ^Cft /j^yg fj^^j^ ^^ 
carefully nourished by their women that this objection 
to being portrayed in art has become through time a 
part of their religious belief. This is M. Lapie's idea, 
not my own. 

• • » • « 

When we arrived at El-Ariana it was about half- 
past three. The Jewish passeggiatoa was in full swing. 
The sunny white road was gay with brightly trousered 
women, who waddled along in twos and twos on high- 
heeled patent-leather slippers. They were young girls 
for the most part, [ suppose, although they all looked 
coarse and fat enough to be bountiful mothers of forty ; 
but they had their swarthy black heads tied round with 
bright silk handkerchiefs, which hung down their backs 
entwined with a long black pigtail of very Jewish hair, 
and not surmounted with the glittering gold headdress 
of thirteenth-century build. 

This Jewish promenade was almost as conspicuously 
feminine as a Mohammedan crowd is masculine. Hanging 
round the cafes and houses I noticed a few men gazing 
with covetous eyes at the charms of these heavy-headed 
women. Why Tuniaan Jewesses have such enormous 
heads 1 cannot make out ; but they have, and this adds 
to their general coarse and underbred appearance. Their 
trousers were undoubtedly the best part of them. '/"Airy 




Chapter 3<J HVj 

Amongst all the living races "' jejf » '''r, 'serf„ , . 
is there a^oarser. more besUal- o^^^ .. VJ^Ct' 
Tunisian puppy-fed Jewess? 1 f^ rffOg. . -f/n^/zie^o^^, 
self.dear, making love to one of thos i^ ^^^gmonuments 
of human flesh, their wobbly figW^* /^Casftf //i firown- 
and-blue-striped jerseys and their "'ppopofamus legs 
trousered either in blue or white linen. /t v/ould be 
quite a gymnastic feat, I assure you, to get your arm 
round their waists. I would rather die than kiss one .' 

But their menkind seem quite proud of them, and 
the women themselves no doubt annoy each other 
immensely by the splendour of their blue-satin drawers 
and the vastness of their proportions. 

Yet the finest part of the whole show was not these 
orthodox Jewesses at the ripe marketable point of obesity, 
but the more advanced young ladies who had studied the 
shops in the Avenue de France and bought themselves 
French dressing-gowns of the accordion-pleated " nuns- 
veiling " order, with wide lace collars and wing sleeves, as 
they are called in the sale catalogues. These they had 
mistaken for promenade toilettes. Can you imagine one 
of these fat, black-browed, oriental monuments of sen- 
suality, raised for the matrimonial market, suddenly ex- 
changing her medixval headdress and leggings for a 
twenty-five franc " Petit Louvre " tea-gown ? The black 
pig-tail decorated with the blue hankie and the native 
patent-leather sabots had not been discarded. 

How pleased they were ! — how proud to show their 
clothes when they were cheap and new I Both Bachir and 
I agreed that we preferred them in their ordinary garb. 

Nothing happened in the little village, and nothing 
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nations so long as they can get the , 

into the commercial heart of thing^' ^^ \J^dZ/lf' 
to hear the bells tinkling on thei"^ ^^ sq^ ^ ^^ mr/'us 
of their approach, and I should Uk^ ^hem un-boot 

themselves as they pass a mosque. , 

But in Tunis they have long h^ ^Qe/r commercial 
rights and are outwardly treated as equ^s w/tA tAe other 
citizens, and they mean to stick to them, Sidi-Mahrez 
was more a friend to the enterprising Hebrew than to 
the improvident Arabs, I'm afraid, for since his day they 
have gone on increasing in numbers and in wealth and 
importance until to-day. A Jew is the Bey's Minister of 
Finance, and Jews, not Mohammedans, have power and 
patronage to bestow in native Tunis. There is, however, 
one means of livelihood in which they have no desire to 
oust the Arab, and that is agriculture. The Jew is no 
dweller In remoteness apart from the haunts of men. 
His soul hovers round the markets of the world. His 
Mecca is the Stock Exchange. 

The Arab, on the other hand, who has absolutely 
no commercial instincts, energy, or enterprise, and whose 
stately soul despises trade for the mere sake of making 
money, looks, as he has always looked, upon agriculture 
and land as the natural sources of man's income. He 
does not fear the silence of the fields, and the gather- 
ing in of crops is his pleasure. Dear improvident 
gentleman that he is, he has but one idea about money — 
and that is to keep what he has got ; while the Jew's 
great and absorbing interest in life is to double and 
treble everything that he possesses as quickly as possible. 
One would not mind if he played the game, but 
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to Mecca laden with offerings o^-jK^ ^ ^osl '^'^ 

punish thisawftil outrage God K- ^^Cji t:?,^^^* 
in the world. But in His ^^^^^M ^ not aIIow\ 
whole race to die out, so He P^ .^ftf » ^he husbands to 
rise from the dead upon one t^^e' X^i ^^^ ^^ ^^ 
return to their wives. In this vrsy <!© j^^^ ^^^ saved 
from total extinction. Just think, dear- — jf He had not 
added that codicil to His sentence, how different the 
history of the commercial world might be to-day ! But 
how terribly rusty our brains would have become, with no 
Jewish brains to sharpen them against ! 

The commerce of Tunis is to-day in the hands of 
the Jews and the French ; the Italians do not count, and 
here in Tunis you see no trace of the Fatherland — the 
German is conspicuous by his total absence. The Italian 
or Sicilian is content with such very small things that his 
humble shop in the Rue d'^glise will never cause any 
great commercial heartburnings, for lik? the Arab the 
Sicilian's wants are small and his ambitions lowly. He 
will wake me, wretched man, every morning in my most 
precious hour of slumber by bawling out in his fiill- 
vowelled Latin voice, " CartoUni postali, due per tre soldi, 
due per tre soldi " ; and he will sell his soldi's worth of 
ice-cream to little Arab boys and French nursemaids ; 
and he will wheel his hand-truck of cheap Italian rubbish 
up and down the broad Avenue de France all day long, 
but he will never grow rich. It is not his forte. But 
the Rue d'£glise is his most popular haunt, and the Rue 
d'tglise is right under my bedroom window. How I 
have longed to buy up his whole stock-in-trade of 
" cartolini postali> due per tre soldi " and ask him to go 
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With only one regret, ^^^^ <^ .,^^^^^^ ^. 
Worlds" had revoked His first « JUc^n/eflf on tf,e 

raider* of that sacred caravan, 1 Oerf m^ f^^-j^ o„ 

this Jewish Sabbath and took the tr^m bzck to the 
Belvedere. 

And now I must tell you an amusing incident which 
relates to more personal matters. Just as we were 
leaving the tram entrance to the long palm avenue which 
introduces you to the public park and Belvedere, my 
attention was attracted by a carriage drawn by two 
especially fine long-tailed Arab horses. It was turning 
out of the park gates. 

The carriage was rather American in make ; the whole 
turn-out was in first-class style. I looked at it with 
interest, for a superb^looking native was seated in it, and 
I was anxious to see what manner of man he was who 
owned this enviable equipage. 

Bachir's grave voice startled me — "Do you not 
recognise your friend, madame ? " 

Just as -he spoke I saw the crown of la petite 
Beige's French sailor hat, which sits up in an almost 
perpendicular position on her head, and the white of the 
beautifully rolled and cross-folded turban of Monsieur 
Ajeeb. 

They were seated side by side, with the big " mari 
rouge" directly opposite to them. 

La petite Beige waved a foolish little lace hand- 
kerchief and Monsiexir Ajeeb bowed profoundly; the 
Angry Saxon did not see me. 
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dere," ib quite charming, so coo* - ^/'" ^ ^r g 
shelters from the blinding sun 5^j,£ g/^ b, ^^ .^ Sreea 
a dry knd where no water is ! y^ ^cf of irrigation 

in this country is magical. 1" - . ^o rfouAf ^bout 
it that in the time of the Roma"^ ^^tion must have 
been carried to a very fine point, lOr we read of the 
gardens and parks and vineyards ind splendid corn- 
fields which surrounded Carthage, and you can easily see 
that literally nothing would ever have grown on this sun- 
burnt plain without irrigation. I think the Romans had 
aqueducts on the brain. The remains of the mighty one 
which Hadrian built stretches across this country like 
a huge black snake. It is almost as impressive as the 
one which rises up out of the Campagna near Rome. 
Though Tunis has still to thank those mighty Roman 
masons for her waterways, in justice to the French 
it must be admitted that they were choked and dammed 
and abandoned and horribly vandalled (for building 
purposes) until the French occupation. 

Although the park, with its casino and theatre, is 
French in feeling and in enterprise, the Arabs seem to 
find it good, for every evening before prayer-hour the 
place is dotted about with white-robed figures. The 
big restaurant is only opened at the end of May, for 
the hot weather season, when Bachir says it is very 
popular. The wealthy French and Arabs sit up here 
in the cool night air until very late. I saw a few Arab 
women, for the greater part quite old and ht, driving 
in the park in shoddy carriages with the usual wooden 
shutters for windows. I suppose they imagined they 
were enjoying the fresh m, poor things ! What a striking 
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Chapter ^ ^e !( 

he was gayer and grander for he j^- ^.y^^^ 

jacket heavily embroidered with ^^^ fe 

I must own that I should like ^^^^ H/j ^^ ^^^^^ 
for just one thing— to be the vd" ^f one of these 

dear little dark-eyed boys. The/ "c ^^^^ huggable 
things. And this young Achilles would, J ^^j ^y^^^ make 
a most devout and ardent lover. What songs of Arzhy 
he could sing ! But it would be forbidden fruit. No 
Arab woman ought to have a lover — only a husband, 
chosen for her by her unromantic parents. Yet Bachir 
says that these Arab women, who are as a rule totally 
indiflferent to their husbands, merely accepting them as 
a part of the great inevitable, make the most passionate 
and truly devoted lovers — that is, when they can get 
the chance, poor things, for Arab houses were built as 
fortresses against love and romance. When a woman's 
husband is chosen for her she ought to be allowed a 
lover as well, don't you think ? In Tunis, as in Sicily, 
men friends soon get very fond of each other. You 
constantly meet them, old and young, walking hand in 
hand, or with arms thrown across each other's shoulders. 
Having literally no companionship with women, they 
pay pretty little attentions to each other, just as boys 
pay to girls in England, and present each other with 
sweets and flowers and cigarettes. 

I notice, too, how much more carefully men shave 
in the South and East than in England, or in other 
northern countries. An ordinary hard-working Arab 
man would die of shame, I think, if his moustache and 
hair were not carefully attended to and his face as 
smooth as a girl's every day. He does not wait until 
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is still in Tunis, and that hcf 

carefully watched. - prtf. .irc 

He did not tcU me, but I ^^^' f At ^ ^^vr \ 
German " waddlcr " who took me ^^ <K>n^^^ >^ 
harem is having a well-paid finger ^'^ ® pic^ n 

♦ # # * 

When I got back to the hotel I Sent ^^^^^^ ^ 
the many smiles with a note to la petite -^^^^ ^ 
her to go with me to see the Jewish dancers, ^^ 
determined to make a complete Hebrew day of y^ 
I got back the following very characteristic answer ; 

** Chere amie, I have seen the Jewish dancers 
and that is quite sufficient. Do not take your Ej 
friend with you, or you will use up all your pretty bl] 
With only natives one does not mind so much. 1 
Jean had not slept all the time, I should have been 
red with shame." 

This bit of advice, coming from whom it did 
pared me for a performance which I imagined Mr. 
would not consider fit for the boards of a L 
theatre, but it did not prepare me for the uglim 
grossness of the whole thing. 

After dinner I saw Jack in the hall as I was p 
out, but I did not invite him to go with me. 
seemed very preoccupied, and was in earnest convei 
with an important-looking Jew. 

The tram stopped just in front of ^^^ dancin 
which presented anything but an pastern appes 
It was kept by an Italian, I f^^ for \t was 

Neapolitan who took my shilUi^^ \ V*^^^^ ^^' 
or three young Arabs and J^^^^^ ^c ^^^^^ "^^ 
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rench, and Italians, all of" course speaking 
he dancing had not yet begun, anci ^ "^ 
_- felt slightly embarrassed as I walked up the 
-!^e hatt and took the chair which Bachir had 
'^^ me at an unoccupied table. 
*»ing Moors and Jews who had left the nain 
5ted until I was seated, and then immediatel)' 
e= directly opposite to ours. I expect they were 
^ ^^^" ■^=^- —^ ^ watch how the performance affected nie. 
^J^'':^"*' =-r-=iiod "^ '' """" ''"'' '"'=" '° their sense of 
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But it was the dancers' vsxo^^ ^O^^ rr tht\\ 
features in their heavy faces. ^f^c . ^ ^^t v ^ ^ 

never forget I I assure you th^f ^^^^ ^r^ \ v 

depraved creature who haunts I>^^^^ ^^ 5^^^/^ V^t^,^ V ^ 
music-haUs are emptying at night ^O^^^ jcyok V>^ ^^/^' 
she stood up beside one of those J^v^i^h ^^% "^ ^^^^^ 

It seemed the correct thing for oSE^j.ijjgs of ^^^^ ^^iv^ 
be laid pn the little tables in front of them, ^t ^ ^^^e^a, ^, 
and then a young Moor or a Jew (one, / ^^ppo^^^^^ 
had felt the effect of the music and who had ^^spond h"^^ 
an inviting leer thrown from one of the seven pairs 
dark eyes) would call a waiter and give him a fin< 
carnation or rose to lay on the altar before his Venus. 

" When are the dancers coming, Bachir ? " I asked. 
*^ I am getting terribly tired of these fat musicians." 

" These are the dancers, madame," he said, with that 
rare twinkle of amusement in his eyes. " You will not 
find dancers here like the Arab dancers in Mr. Hichens' 
book." 

I leaned back in my chair with a groan. I had 
hoped, I must admit, for a second Irena — Irena with the 
features narrow and pointed, Irena with her tiny bones 
and slender body. I remembered how Mr, Hichens 
likened her to ^*a stick crowned with a human ^^^c, 
and hung with brilliant draperies." But I felt ashamed 
to own it, so I only said, " Irena was an A.rab, I suppose, 
and these are Jewesses. But ^hy do they ^ot 
begin ? " 

" They will start soon," he said " ^^^^^* ^^^^ ^^^^ 
restless." 

'' It is like a Quakers' w. ^r '' ^ ^'^' " ^*^^^ 
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^^des, for 

Thehal 
^'th small 

^ narrow a 

Iwasth 
°^^ mixture^ 





y the Waters of Cartb^ST* ieg»****^ 

«d me into the hall. They ^^^ed, g*"^* 
»ily slippered, and were, I ^^^^otit sea<^^ 
paid the foU price and sat in t**^ ^^s ^^^ 

^^hich was the shape of a chap«*» ^^^gre ^** 

^/es and chairs, and at the fai* ^"^ , 

high platform. , consis*®. 

onijp- woman in the audience, "^^^^^.^ up 

r all the races which go tro **** 



■» .o 







then ianmediately 
expect they were 



/ Tunis — Arabs, Moors, half-^*®*^^- diggers, 

nch, and Italians, all of covirse speaking 

dan<^ng had not yet begun, and I must 

^elt slightly embarrassed as I walked up the 

^L. haXV and took the chair wHich Bachir had 

^e a.t an unoccupied table. 
^^^g Tvloors and Jews who Had. left the tram 
ci until I was seated, and 
irectly opposite to oiu«. I 
"«^atch how the performance affected me 
if must have been to their sense of 
®fK that I should be there at all, even if i^ 
indL '"^^^'•-meeting. 1 know that Bafefer's 
ve I ^^^ were also watching nrxe as I took 
ro;^ f *t the women musicians \iv^ho were 
5^^«irs pushed close against the wall 
f **^rm; some of them -were sitting 
n fasluon -^witK their enormous 
down frottx very high chairs, 
n their feet on the 



th 
-*'»*ry Euro 
J^'^g^dangU 

C-*>cv ^ squatting 
•V^T^ fashion. ^ 




^c\vl.'~,;o7kn^';r ^^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ *^»* l^ttle s«ule 
-1.V «ow itnovj ttv«a»xs so much. 




Chapt^^ 

across me that this was the ^ JP^^ 
which I believe you can see ^ ^^ 

Her stomach was certainl>^ o^^^ ' 

body which made the least p^^^ 'O^, t:^:^ ^ 
it was horrible ! I wondered ^^^^ in^^r^ ^ 
happen and how soon I could ^^e my ^l 
offending the curious sensibility of thes^ O^ 
evidently thought it beautiful, or som^^f 
pleased them more than mere beauty^ fot 
hideous harlot sat down there were long^ 
breaths of delight and many more offerings 
Oh, Mr. Hichens, what a fraud you are I 
have cursed the Garden of Allah and its 
the moment. 

Now I understood why the dancing-sta{ 
narrow and small ; standing-room was all 
necessary for these twenty-stone impostors. 

I never was more bitterly disappointed in a 
of sight-seeing, for nothing more happened. 
don't be too shocked. I did not want anytl 
that was awful to happen, but just somethir 
was silly and dull. I said to Bachir, ^'Do ^ 
I shall see anything more interesting than this 
a little longer i " 

I did not know how else to express what I nn 

**You will see more^ certainly, for only oni 
the seven women has danced, but interesting — - 
shrugged his shoulders and dosed ^^^ ^Y^^* *'^ 
know ; you can do as you fp^i : ^cV^tved, but b; 

o'clock to-night the room wMi o^ ^^ ^^ ^^ ^^ 
"Why, it is only ^^^^^'^ "^ f,o< 1 ^d 









was even too Europeanised gfljj^ rtip~^\\ 

French baUet-girls in their ti^*' „rQ "' i^M\ 

may be " sh^o-king." as T^''.^, '»0t^'>*=^ ^ ^k. K 

English adjective, but they are ^^^ . t/K^^e /\ ?^ ^^> 

they are womtn, to say the least ot ^-^^c^mcf^ \ \^ ^^"^"^ 

wit and grace and prettiness to ^fo/j^ ^r tA t^^*,^.^ ^<i^^ 

ness. These Jewesses are not wonien, they- '^- ^ ^3^' 

but fet — poor unashamed and d^adeti i^^ '"^ ^tv^'*"' 

Tunis, ^rai women are not allowed to dan^^ ^^es. j^f 

except in Ramadhan (for this, one respects t/, ' ^"^^"^ 

even if jealousy be his only motive), so t/ie r^w '^ ' 

have stepped in and learned the dances of their Moham 

medan sisters. I cannot believe than any Arab woman 

could ever look so disgusting or revolting as these 

Tunisian Jewesses do, but I am not able to judge what 

their interpretation of the same dance might be like ; 

unseemly too, I imagine — for the performance has but one 

*' raison d'etre " — but not so inartistic and unredeemedly , 

And now, dear, I have no more to tell you — and so \ 

here endeth my first and last Jewish lesson. 

» • • • « 

I saw the merry Mabrucka in the square to-day. 
She was prowling about very much like a black cat. 
She was there in the early morning, she was there again 
when I looked out from my bedroom window when 1 
was dressing after lunch, and she was again there at 
dinner-time. These Bedouins genei^^Y haunt the bazaars 
and the city in the mornings onW* ^^^ ^^^ ^^'^^ ^^*'" 
to th«r tents at midday. ^ .^ presents made me 
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' smilecj 

"''•": balln- 
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^V the Waters of Carthage 

>intil the spirit moves the^' 
"t^irit, I'm afraid." 
^-* St not expect much," he sai*^ 



..for 



not 



ther" , 



Sstion than action in all 
the French ballet. 



E39t< 



aanO 



ng- 



, thin"- 
J"'., toe» 



nippopotami pirouetting on ^ 

: 'BcJrts. " 




ucbed me lightly on the arftJ- 

.^^^ of caJling my attention. 

'^est and fiercest and fattest one 

-^^^xn h^^ chair and was standing 

s\o^y blowing herself out. 

_Yje ftrial explosion i It ^^as a 

you hoiv awful' I longed 



Vt 



ot 



of them all 
in front of 
1 held my 
wful, dear I 
rrt kill tier. 



3cpandcd in the most ala.i-ming manner sn 
lally round and round from side to side 
""S h" fat little feet from the one spot 
■ As she did so 1 dared not look at her 
ri A "" *^°''' "'* *ame ! Her enormous^ 
^t ^;. satin, which -were loose to the 

o^f^ ■ filling out with flesh like a balloon 
Wayg ^*th g.as, while the part of the figure 
■vvaist t^°\^^^'^ '^'^'^ ^ striped vest (the part 
° ^^r tihroat) rose and fell as though 
^ ^^ery- muscle in Ker body separately. 



1^ 



'Sitively i__^ . , 

. ' *ea.^3t: about. 

Wept the horror 1 felt 



ees^-^i, and dear ^,,hir 



loolted 



moderately- weU 
into his -vinnc- 



gasp as the thought flas] 





■V the Waters ot Carthage 

f thing 



and ilook. at that sort 



. they 



wou: 



lid 



not 
tiore 



nothing to them," he said» 
Ileir pleasures ; but I thinl^ 
for thev will become rnor" 

h»l-""''""a- 

these stately Moors and patri*^*" imag^*^ ^ 

-used to enthusiasm did flood ^qA -. ' ■. 
-.^ nie a momentary desire to sta^ ^V\d stt u 
^-^ould see from my chaperon's face ^ ^ . 
-^^Ic tKat these "wreckers," as St. Augus 

aUed them, were far from desirous of my 
'^^gy wished to paint the town red. so to 
^ ^*^ the restricting presence of an unbeliever. 
^-^^^ Jewesses themselves felt. I am sure, tha^ 
f-y was not sympathetic, for when that mo« 

beauty was blowing herself out, aS >• ^ 

• icycJe-pump down her throat, the leering 

y^'^ich she accompanied the contortions or 

-^- Stomach changed to scowls when she met 

^x~*Cf,^^^'^' She looked Uk.e a nriurderfiss as 

.^^ ^ Jeves 



I 



I . '^ici Arabs who -were at the tabic 

pi^ -^g *"vecl^ J £zm sure, much more anDusemenC, 
"K^.^ J '*^° ^e/i_bred to sho>w it, from my teU- 
'^'lot ^f''^"'"^ from the performance. 

Wait to Sere which of the black-browed 
"*Xt inspire^i 
*^** dance; \ 



1- with what part of her body 
-^ - - trose quickly from my seat and 

get out of ,;>,e hall somehow. 
petite Be\ge> 



you were t\u.\tc right. 
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Was 



'""as c. 



'Vi 



'"'?• Sic , 



Do 



^kriakiag > 



yoiL 



S-y the Waters of Carthag* riva'" 

soni^ P , gj^e 
~*^cka was evidently bent <'" ithV* ^" eee 
' •" own, for her deeds were st^a ^^ (,ot 
*~»e with her little baby! She 
^■*ill without jewels. -funi^ 

■■^now, dear, that my days * HaO*i" 
can count them now on on^ 

Yours, dear husbai"*' 



are 



D°o\?s. 





^y the Waters of Carthage ^^ ^y,c 

- «Wch lit the sailors of C"""*,?/ of '»".'*, 
■^ »^ibal. Yet, dear, is there 
*^h which, for its size, hold^ 



piece 



,ch 



i-ess 



that 



" much that went towards ^^^ ^ ^f N*""^ 
_ "■This parched strip on the s^ores^^ Y^^^f'^ 
^=»^ hard to realise that this ^^^^^ mi"©' 
^* once the world's nursery ^^r *^ fro^* 

^^nce, and ror commerce. •■^ rh&t 

V^ in a now Mohammedan la'^" ^"^' ^^^ 
.^nslation of the Old and ISTew Xestaments 
to th^ world. It was from the founders 
g.t the world first learnt to v*ri-ite Vfith letters. 
^ that pilgrimages to the hero cities of the 
_^o us good — even the most ignorant ot 
3_t Carthage you are baptized in the great 
..generation. Here you stand face to "Ce 
Ttality of greatness. Here you learn how 
=*t nothing that is truly great ever dies. 
^ — "-f.^ ""* ^icient greatness,'* I said to myself, 
E^ sij^ ^'°''^ ^f" things which passeth not away. 
= =5^ \%rilj~^^''^^^<i strip of land on the shorG% of 
"^ *=*»js, (-f ^^'" ^^ a. ma^c name. For the civilised 
^"lippeH ^'^L^^e wm be Carthage until the 



•e /"act 



'e a magic name, 
Je -will be Cai 
'^<i the sea like the ball of fire at 



'^\ing ^ '^^'^*^ '^'lat this frankly pagan Carthage- 
Knee U^^ ^hich makes every mind soar 
dc 

others, 
It sViould V»^ ' 



o^^**^ all 



that name that ri ngs out 
^t^*'_^jiS'^^\L it ..r"^^' c-ven high above great Rome 
X^ attn,^^^ ^^"^"^ ^e a mere asH-heap of builder's 
c^'^',edW»\e T" "^^^"d against an horizon of blue. 



untv\ you Kavc : 
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*yras9 °^ VilstoiT^ "* ^^ van*'** -^^ P**^^ 

*-^ *^^r^-^^^ * ?f ^ h*^ ^^Hc one/- 
^Vs tonS*^* th*t ^* r frott^ ^'^ loud **^ 

'» *ul%.to* '"'^^1 that he ^,bich »>« 

'* -^^al scheme « f^r *" .« »' he ^*^ 

^'?Ao a ioUy ^°^ '^°? ruins ^^' ., ,♦ 

- *! ^'f 1 said, - ^^ ^ovdd yo*» «* 

f !^-.t c>x^^- ^^ golf p;;vf, 

^V«ve Hole ? ^n^ tb ^^ ^^^^^t 

^ have been ^^o ^^^^t^, 
^ ^c the days of ^^ 
^i*^ turns any Vvartn. 



the Waters of Carthagfc 

H this citti mor-ta quickens in one, 
Hours working out the problem ot xn 
abJing for three hundred elephants ana 
horses, besides lodgings for twenty 
.try and four thousand cavalry -w^hich were 
inside the three l^unous walls -wliich sur- 
citadel. He declares that this alone makes 
. site of the Byrsa impossible- St. Louis 

large enough. 

some -t»ndeniable portion of the -grails could 

ed wh«tt doubts ^nrould be laid at: rest ! — or 

putable indication of the three famoiis streets 

1 the si^c days' fighting when Scipio and his 

:ed their way up from the harbours to the 

course know nothing about such things, but 
9 I feel that St. Louis Hill is by the nature of 
-he fittir».g position for the citadel of the city. 
*o whic^ii the double harbours lie much nearer 
^sw to CH^ap* Carthage, so that the streets which 
*o It w^ovB.JEd have been shorter and more direct. 
*** with jj^^r"^ all these examinations are carried out 
^ '^^st col.*^-blooded way. He is not «* intoxicated 
Carthage,.. as Mohammed was with God ; the wine 
^«" story has ^"*'' g°"® *° ***® hcaA — ^but like a soldier 
^S 'Wildly int^«'*sted in her military history. He has, 
^ thing, no thought for the mystery and romance 

e subject ^vrlrtich, woman-like, I take for my portion. 
^ wonder '^^ '*>« f ^^"8 ***** " everything that is 
ic±<^^ n. wiU be brought to light " applies to Carthage ? 
4 ^1 MW ssFie, too, gr«^^»»"y ^ compelled to give up her story. 



Waters of Carthagre 

Touching l^xxman forces ^hich hid^ 
gain in strength by loixg periods ox 

nly natural, For one has at least got 
t there is anything any^^^^^^^ which 
►wing this, could I have st043<i on her 
been immersed in the w^ateirs of her 
1 have seen Carthage and yet dare to 

it the horror that comes with the 
t one day die completely possess mc. 
F I am denied a child, my rxia^rlc in this 
/'orld I love so dearly, will l>e w^ashed 
on the sand by an incoming^ tide.'* 
jternity of everything suppla^nts the 
comforted. For once havingr existed, 
lUSt for ever exist in this ve ry world 



tain things about Carthage ^wrhich I, 
could feel and perfectly understand. 
^ for instance, on the site of the Temple 
:he Romans' Temple of Healing)^ he 
I man's mind about that blessed stabling, 
(Tself repeating words which I thought 
►rgotten, but which somehow had lived 
)us memory and at the psychological 
It to grace the situation ; they were 
ic wife of the traitor Asdrubal— the 
spoke to Scipio as she looked down 
c exalted height of the burning temple. 
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of Carthage 

come a toriit> is kept in 
Prophet's at Ivlecca. 

letter withoxxt continuing 
Luse it conta.ins news of 

at present, for this is 
to escort me to the tomb 
ir woman saint of Tunis, 
pray that ** Irlis sun-like 
p you safe tilJ xmy return. 
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man is about his neck " • 
I told him that I wished 

5. Poor Bachir. W^hen I 
may eventuaUy come to 

m afraid he will insist on 
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of Cairtfeage 

.pie known in later times 

ere the r«ost unholy fcstivfs 

Astarte are the very se//- 

,on houses to-day in Tunis, 

pilgrims from Mecca. But 

, splendid Via Ccelestis and 

idorned with pagan mosaics 

the most outstanding of aU 

Lge that of ^Escixlapius. 

is above ground in Carth^ 
fragments af that: vast city 
iiins of the greater Phoenician 
east these are not so interesting 
:avations which belong to the 
Phoenicians/' as Bos\?v^orth Smith 
great reservoirs and the double 
Phoenician, and the endless cave- 
3rm ideal dwellings for Bedouins. 
I i^andered about these Phoenician 
f ^was repeating itselfl Now, again, 
»rth Africa usurping all the trade 
making themselves the financial 
n. And they have but come into 
• ** these ubiquitous, irrepressible 
ei«rs, who like the JeMrs of to-day 
the face of the earth. What Free- 
tti is splendid- 

'>efore us as a bitter, gloomy race, 
a-rsh to subjects, most ignoble in their 
^age in their anger, abiding in their 
Pleasure in joy or grace. We thus see 
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feeble countn. s 
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^'stoiy, eve 





instances, /.^ "^^^ 

» «r8t measur. 

*^ " strongly *^^ 

^«« '" their n^i ^^-^ 

- J'/ianicians ^ K^ 
none the Jess 1^» ^^ 




-ured life, 




urea lijce a * 

^^ich the widowTi^^l . °'l. "^y brain—the 
^n y^ before ever P ^*^.^«ded one Ai//;- 
^at dxe legendary ^"^"'^^^"s begat Ro„,e 
^==<i themselves ^ '^*^»»»aices of fh« u- 

*5ne story o^? ^'^''^ teijf '^ °" «/ '""'d 

^ -« that wasX,^^'"^''' ^«tii 2r,r ^^'^ 

- th^e:-s:^;- —^".1,::^ 

*-»ke hero, ga J« °^^*^''> ^e beao.'^ . 
-""cied the'::i"f -« ^ei«eo^^;i'!^"^q"ee„ 




«^-»ke hero, ga J« °^^*^''> ^e beao.'^ . 

— "nded the^n"; I "" ^^ '«<^o^SraM u*^"^*^" 

**« passing ^If f ^'^ azure blt?I ^'^^^ ^^us 
^"°"« sees tf^i^^ °^-%mg fl^f ^° Pushing 

E»s«t this pref^ ^^■I'looded aro^^ ^ 

"^'^« ^o^ '.^ ^^°^y. «"d aS.?l^^^« about dat 

^" queen W*^ «>ther Skaian ,^ °^*^ Gi,^ *^ 
«on of A J?'^ before th ' f^^'^ghoJH. ^^'^'^^O 




o'e than V^^^te. I think hl"*^ ever eJ?. ?*= 
T^y-^ of%^. if he had ch ' ""^^ '^a^ d"^ ^ 

^^ the pe^ex^ ^^-t the ^,^^ 
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xisime David. 
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cepted her compl 
•" own cup of 




his 

the sense of hil ^^ 
shaped him for. 
heart compared to 
future greatness ? 
than the mere kee. 
and Tyrian und© 
« 
And then thi 
her as the M- 

gave her tA^^ 
Astarte, wK^tv 
the goddess o\ 
and this "^^o>^ 
come 





aters of Carth^^e 

-■jxrender, not until he had drained 
to the dregs, that he aw^oke to 
-tfiat he realised what destiny had 
was a noble -wonnan's broken 
Trojan hero's belief in his oi^n 
e ^?vas reserved for better things 
of vows and the uniting of Trepan 
e. 





scar 



One moment i«re kno'w 

^^«w-^:r *^^ consort of Baai-NIoloch^ 

"^as Yx^^ original position), and the 

— CartJ:^^^*^iai^ Semitic form. Then 

^orms amalgamated in Coelestis, who 

^^ne of ^^^ great divisions of Carthage. 

"W-as in. o^^ °^ ^^^ milder nnoods, vras 

-^ded love and of peacefvd hixsbandry ; 

Vist bear in mind when yoix suddenly 

as the goddess of war, in w^hich aspect 

^<a. in the Roman mind with IVlinerva, 

::».p>pose, of her bearing towards husbandry, 

r^^ • But it w^ ^^^ eventual incorporation 

.g^Yv^oh suited h^r best of all. 

Yv\s^^<=>T is ^^^ ^^f ^y^ Bible, dear, in the 

fi^xids in disting*^^^^*^ V>etween good and 

^ and the unclean I Queen Dido's suicide 

4&r^ dastardly descrtioa of Her have in no way 

€TOt» ^^^ fai*" ^^^^ pious .Sneas. And 

•\Ae ^^ ^^ ^^^^ to accept Jael, the wife of 

'^ ^ woman worthy c>t o\ir admiration. Yet I 

'^\nlc you would find * «^^^aixer act than this in 




Chapter XIV 

cicoming her enemy as h 
asleep nailing his head 
taJ^es a lot of beating, even 
■^ 1 . ^e court. 

suggestion we had empi 



*i ia. 




*^^ was one of the licensed gu^ 
authorities. He really se^ 
^ ground, and to Jove it de- 
le years with the excav^^ 
trange store of arch^ologi^, 
t in the most quaint w^ 
way of skipping about - 
of masonry which ^^s 
L*man form could manage, 
fi-ee-limbed and ligl^^ ^^ ^° 
manners — ^wha.t Arab has 
£ one who has equals, but 
5 combination ^f that inci 

terises the AraK ^ j l • i 
v.'AA n ^ ^^d which 
I hidden fire, ^, ^ 

hip afforded nxeT ^"""^^ ^ 
-lo wiU for ever jl ^^^^^^ 

Koman and early Christ^; 
ealiy astonishing, it sat so 

limbs. Thisscholair Arab's e 

-ttn^^c parts only, as far as 
x:*^*^ shirt, worn as a jebba, 
:rs^ and a red fez — seemed ^ 
Jh^re of the place that he 
' - efiect alone. What a 
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f]<r 



''* By t 

•nd m and sun he 
freedom. Moha, 
austere people, „i- 
is nothing of the, 
them. But this ^ 
take part in thc^^" 
Coelestis, and pa.-^^- 
As evening a.^^^ 
„stive. I q'l'^t^ 
anappo-mtn.'" — 
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'Waters oi Carthaee 

^m_s the very concentrated essence of 

— «dans are as a rule a solemn, almost 

z=» IBr^m.^'Ve a solemn, austere God- There 

I « ^_._ «:rient pagan light-heartedness about 

^- «:z» -w_j«. tH was an exception. Me might 

^..^ pagan dances in the Temple of 

Vfc^5^3 Ct-ibatc to the horned Astarte. 
L^^%^^^,^-^j-ecf^ I noticed that he grew slightly 
^^^**^^^d Ba*=hir, ^ho explained that he had 
"^tVv a Be<io"'n beauty, with iR^hom he wras 
^^^^_ WiiC* Bachir told me this, his eyes 
^■^^t ^unuses you so much, Bachir ? " I said, 
^^"^r-y natvi""*^^ state of aifairs.** •* I i^ras 
^^ — ^ ^* * he sai*3. ** to think how amused jfou 
^^«^^jd orily understand his descriptions of 
"i^ ~Xrlow old is he ? " I asked ; •" is he going 



amused, rtvl**"^ 
would be VtJ"^ 
her chanrva^ 
to marry V^t * 

BacKKr ??•"'*" ^a=^ a suggestive shrug. " Me is nineteen 
next mo^-v'fStt. ^'•c^-'^d. she is j"'' fifteen — the most preferred 
age of a». TB<Ao"«^»-'i. n woman. He says she is more beautiful 
and m.«=».-r«sa^'»«Ving*»" "''"'°'"*" whom he has ever 
I , -m^t s.V*.e is already «*= promised bride of one of 

» Yvcsr chief; she h" t° meet him by great 



the 8c»-i 
stealtt* 



such, 
theiir 



not 
fav« 



- ^^,3. as an Arab woman and veUed." 

\vV«v e°- B«hir, •' I »'"*•■■ I Muld not keep two 
-'^^ ,-,f nature wdting- Mow 1 should like to see 

_^V\Ai=" yf^^^^ i3 her name ? •• 

■"^^■^ehl" 1 ^•^' "**"' "»«»» 'dear.- does it 
J^'Z story of Aieeieb md_ Axeez is one of my 



ggflje meanin 
» t« ^^^'y** ^pCt to Azix 

f'C*;^ if l^V^eS ^^^ ;;,,5 tie 

f<=**^*''*' »t«'^ I wonder .7 






^j ,,,s „ and 

.„ » rTa .►;% pal 

f fa. 

»* btas , 
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surely smiled on 
fiivours. 

But to return 
dear, to think tha 
in her zenith ut 
standing far mor 
than there is of 
immemorial mo 
loneliness and 
Carthage to 

tions of the 
And Vn S^cj1^ 
is there left ^^ 
only histoT!^^ 
Palermo Cj^^ 
Freeman "^^ 



"Waters of Carthage 

Arab boy and graced him 



her 





ing 




not 



r-thage. I think it is rather splendid, 

iir beloved Girgenti, which Carthage 

devastated, there should be still 

cro^nmemorate her ancient greatness 

Ca,trthAgc. Those glorious temples, 

^ents of her fame, stand up in their 

.^^^ ^^ nothing stands up of Hannibal's 

ose mighty churches of mysterious 

^-^^fore us the unlimited concep- 

^^xx^i^^ *' splendour-loving Akragas.** 

r ^Yl "the Phoenician settlements, 'what 

to a.dxT^^^^ ? Scarcely a thing. It is 

.^^\\^t we see, which tells us that 

ciiei t Y^txorm^Ls) was a Phoenician city. 

Viei thing i^ost symbolic of Phoenician 

^land is the fallen Olympian at Akragas. 

^ in the nneaningless debris of colossal 

^l1 masonry, there is no Korum or Coliseum 

there is at Rome ; no exalted acropolis 

a. glorious temple like the Parthenon at 

»st theatre or street of tombs like that 

^ead and that sunken theatre at Syracuse. 

n call up no coo^plete picture of any build- 

W vast Christian basilica, which I pictured to 

V^ \,^\^^ incorrecdy) ^^ having held in its pulpit 

^^^^ Augustine or S^* Cyprian. // is wonderful 

. rtressivc, and I sh^^^ tKink must have been 

^r^^petcr*s'at Rom^- ^*^^ amphitheatre, which 

Vy imposing, He^ ""^^ ^^ railway station. 



\ 



qui 

St. 

he 



and Isttr^i 



enoLfjgh. 




M 



ii'H 







"Waters o£ Carthage 

-«=hat northern barbarians, more than 

;,^*-wards, would be finding in these 

l-^<:,us relics of Phoenician Carthage 

-m.^s Roman Carthage to tell the tale 

^ ha.s not given us a more beautiful 

^ X>iiaenician coffin which bears the 

^f Tanit on its lid. The humanity 

fceautX °*^ that Phcenician figure are 

^^g bvc^^^'^"' *s Helen of Xroy, and 

fto »^*® ** least) than the wrorld- 

fc. whicH decorates the decadrachm of 

.<r»^t fa.iTxO''J^ of all Sicilian coins), which 

t. ^-oracus**^^ '° commemorate the defeat 

^- And- *^^^ husband of the ptriestess 

"V to be he mate. He is as gentle and 
St Joseph himself but more strikingly 



By t^ 

these proud Roma^«,^ 
a thousand years _ 
tombs fer more r=fca 
than there are o^~ 
of her triumph. 

For even Atl-^^ , 
sarcophagus thar*. 
jgurc of a F'est^^ 
and soft ftmmi»- 
OTuderW. " 

renowned ftj^, 

„.s struck WJ^ 
of the AtAve^^-^- 
he is weU. «o" 

kind in sls^cX _^ 

handsom.^, V^-^" ~^rvat a splendid couple they must have 
made lwV».«o ^^^^^aiy ■worshipped together in the great temple 
of Ta.n.Vt \ 

It ^.^ svir-px-m.s\ng that these two perfect human fig^ires 
^ %>een preserved in all their features as 

.^YrKen they left the hand of the great artist 

tL'ki.^in- For no« ""ly. y°u must remember, 

who m.mr^ a»^ . jAa-" Cwthage ra«"l t" the ground by these 
was J^tr— t^'*'^^ from Rome, '"ho took strong measures 

rotv»T-«r-».-».^^°'"^^„ the people *° *°" °f punishment that 
- -«^'^'«^"= ^or them if they dared to rebuUd the city, 
fanaticist" has for centuries been 
»ery trace of realistic 



shoulcfL 
flawlc-^ 



■v<«« 



^■ff<Dtce 

iiote 



"- « vaminedan fanatics." "• 
?:^°:S^hing and d«.roy»g 



-^-y 



»v\cV. was 



discovered i*" 



- 1 



i-fT r'X' 



li 



m 



i; 



1 I 



1^ li 



[} 



t ■ !■ 



290 3, 

Not one ^as r 
t>ean, the endl 
studded with 



As Boswor 
never be know 
for almost e\r 
perished. 

But it is 

archaeology ^^ 

us m these 
but that Vt«w 

revelations, 
figure, let ^^ 
ment, tHe^ ^^ 
they tell >^^ 
By lL\ne? 

elude 







W^atcrs erf Carthage 

xe-the cowrie sheUs, the little kidney 
x-epeated eyes, and the Imnps of black: 

1 

Tnith so truly remarks, Carthage will 

us as Athens and Ronae are known, 

historical document of Carthage has 

ider-/"l how much the students of 

anci^^^ art can read and discover for 

rr^ents ^^^ ruins. Nothing is too small 

^^ad 'to important discoveries and fresh 

\^ ^ we stiould pass by as merely a female 

^ of sort^^ dancing girl on a mosaic pave- 

^t\ise as ^ priestess, and in course of time 

"■^ name. 

td.on of her figure on the floor they ^ 
is one of fo\xr figures, and that they 

an altar- 

enough further excavating proves this to 

rxd at last it is surmised that this mosaic 

▼probably on^ ^^ ^^^ floors of some minor 

stood withi** ^^^ ^^^ precincts of the 

itarte, and that it was dedicated to the two 

goddesses pido and Anna, and to the 

^ . ^icUian deities Ceres and Proserpine. 

^"^ cement, which I b^ve not attempted to describe 

^^^^^\r^^ discovered 1^7 ^^>-- t>avis, the historian 

'^H: Jologist (or rather I sHould say by his French 

^^^tJ%Yio ranks among <*^ ^^^Uest of the enthusiastic 

"^ S^tivan archaeologists- 




con- 
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scientific sfeu ^ 
pavements open, 
any portion of 

There is U^ 
who are ruled 
horror upon thet 
that could see 
indeed be po 

But that v 

told me that 
temptation . 

to be on ^^ 
you somet^t^ 
prayers Vtv 




« Waters of Carthage 

^erc required for the laying of these 
view without disturbing or spoiling 

^Hree I 

^onder that the Arabs and Berbers, 

superstitions, looked with fear and 

lyr excavators. For if they had eyes 

>ug-/i six feet of solid soU, they must 

^ cyf supernatural poiwrers ! 

ae^o, for our white-shirted Arab was 

^ Cai'thage and her antiquities. He 

ixld ever prove a strong enough 




e Ki^^^ from Carthage. 

terrrxs ^'^^^ ^he White Fathers, whom 

^ . driv'i^S dung-carts or reading their 

^tiranffe costume — a white burnous girdled 

^^d worn ^* * monk's robe i^ith a red 

^ »» -was no convert, for his attitude 

^he cathedral was distinctly disdainful. 

X thinfe that great w^hite semi— Byzantine 

•y beautifulf t)ut I hope NIr. Herbert 

t hear me ^^Y ^^» ^^^ hi^ scorn of it is 

^s very oriental *»^ feeUng and marvellously 

ing. That »t is rich in precious marbles 

imagine, for i*® object has touched the 

-the entire Catholic world. " I.es P&res 

of course, n^^^'^Y very proud of this 

-their king and ^^^^y "wViich stands on one 

' "^st femous sites i*^ History— the citadel of 

let myself touch ^P***^ French Carthage 
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t>eyond the viUa_ 
the whole pi^n 
and that it y^^ 
unspoilt enthusi 
the lighthouse 
at the other, 
afraid I should 
visit the spot i 
view of Quee 
end of it. 
The vicw^ 

WW. for Vt S- 
Carthage to 

Lying V^ 
coast-Une., 

Bay of 

harbou 

PhoenicTL 

when 

fiUl-si 

Afric 

in 




of 





Waters of 

nearer Cape Carthage, I should^ get 
CTarthage stretched out at my 
necessitate the first fine vigour 

do the whole thing ^to walk from 

nd of the peninsula to the cathedral 

close of a long day's sight-seeing I am 

iiave summoned up the energy to 

whicrii .^neas took his first bird's-eye 

^q'^ city, or to walk from end to 

^Ix^ lighthouse was i^ell i^rorth the 
^ou t:H^ complete peninsula from Cape 

yrsa.- 
^^for^ 7^^ is the fiill and exquisite 

\ie g^^^ ^^^ *^^ I-ake of Tunis, the 
and, t>est of all, the inner and outer 
net a-s ^^ ^^ ^^y they 'were made by 
thovxgh shrunk, of course, since the time 
alone held two hundred and tiwrenty 
Rising up across the enamel of 
the twin pc^'^s of Hamnnam-lif softly veiled 
haxe af w^^"^^^- And last, but not least 
^uresqucness to the Western eye, there is the 
f Tunis dotted here and there with the 
f saints' tombs and flat-roofed Arab houses 
^"* ^ed by the symbols of Africa, the palm-^trees. 
^^^ lar watcring-pl^^^,^^ I^ammam-lif lies right 
J V^Oornein, whidi is '^ i^s way the Vesuvius of 
Vi^tnmzm^Yif is a very valuable asset in Xunis's 
•4^ with her sulphi^i^-^*^*^^ and mineral springs, 
''^^; I am told, of inxrnenciori^ f^^^ xhey healed 



one 



i.J 



;tI>iPTER XV 



tack hw 



H6TKI, EVMOW. 

Tunis, Afay, 



^^■'^^tiViii 



fVesh to tell me, only to groan 



over '"- ,■ 

IS lett m J- ^ 

to himseVf a^^ - 
shemayb^enci- 

boO^ *■ 



have 
movemet-vts. 

as to t-fc.^.-s vr"-v^.e:^' 
she w£*.^ \i^ VvV^ 

does tr. 
Still t 



'^ anxiety about SyJvIa. 
V^^ared co»"P'etely. Not a trace of her 
^^oor Jac**^ ' ^^ suffers horribly, picturing 
texrts of orienfa' domestic tortures which 
•^\t\e 3achirand the German *' waddler " 
^^^ to find out anything about her 



tite Beige questioned Monsieur Ajeeb 

: whereabouts, he simply stated that 

house in the country. Me evidently 

nvesL*-.. to satisfy Jack's curiosity through her. 

^^cr<2>«:iatio"s about the divorce are going on 



"^e-^w 



go-bef ^^">" ^nd la Beige urges 
with -«=-'V-»-e- i*=''" j^^^ provofci"8 suggestions of all sorts 

the TV:»- '«=>*^^ °rssVbn\tics ! 
of fixtz^-»-^»--«^^ "^ „estion is that he should accompany her and 

her V 
thet^ 
tion 
fut\»-3 






X Xicy Biskra when ^^^y return to Tunis after 



Xher IS over. 



She has not the slightest inten- 
tarning or of ever ""^''ying out any of these 
I'vbUitles, but he believes she is in earnest. 



k 



°'-'''^^ ^ ■^h 

- '^<:, 



in Rome^ ^ * ^ •<'^o^ ">' ^ 

Fori:* -.f^-jj V ^„^ -^f 

but it i^ *'Sf^ l^^* ^ho ^V^ 




_ ^»V«s ol ^ all ^ef « 

= the"''- 1' "*'^ *°'^'* t.o P^^e-:' 
these «fhav>« wiotY C.«V ^ t" 



for t=,. 






.^"rf'^i* 



^V-' 



** \c '^'^ „. 



i»<no' 



st*' 






^ '^'^. 

-^a^ 






V^ '"d , 












i 







tfle buckst: bGizi^ l«=>-»«'e«-«Ki and. 
■'*^ stood <:>rft ^ ir^i^h piece 

OXCXI Ajj^ ^^ ,j^.„ -firsts fO „. 

■•r.no~cov=reci i>«=r^c.ia B^A/c/*^ 

axid aa ^^^ :B«i-t.er Aarf to ' ' 
wjierxi ti,e c:«:e:n ajrriva/ af * 
passages so as to ^uirfe ,, "" • 
So«: to ^j,^ ^^^ ^f the ,i^"rl 
down t^_^ ^^U «xid rte ^^^ *'"' 

'«'»>=° the,- «^t r° the r^"*" ^t 

up out of^ t*.^: suTiifce/, . ""ttcm 
and iWeniomasl;,- ^mpyj"''-- TZ^V 
at the ,fd" „^ tA^ w^7f '"=if •' 

empty and b^s^ax, ,<, ^y„^^„»ssae 

tne eartii a.^^jaa.rj- -^ ° 

/ shall ^-^^^z- ^. ^ ^^ pi,,. 

presented to m^' ^,^J and the tr, 

botA the wliite 0JI5, ^^^ tt«e whit. 

But he looked Petf^^ .^oi^tented 

and of course dign,/;^ %. -X^iae rfate o* 

Jus necJc." ^/fei ^j^^ called hi™ 

water and a gt^'cJer of wttiti'^ "" 

of which Homer apsa-tas, *» 

as tAe rocking- ^f ^ cra-dX-^- 

Aikh had orc/^/^^j , x^r<=»^ 



evening cbU to prayer. 



"d down, ^j ^p axm 



xi '^■^ 





J 



• 



By the W*t«« ol Cartb»8^ <,/ 

_v for t:Ke fUling at^dL encxptying O' <,£ 

<f^ ttxily A.llaK has taugKt tiis children tbel<* "* / 
^tetvce, sLxid so much else has He giV^** ntl^^^ 
^^od ^nd. satisfying that tie has rt^C » ^^^ ^t ^^^ 
^cn a nigger. For whatever the rn^gt P'^^^^ueV can^^^ 



^H for t:Ke filling an<l errxptTing ^' ^f 

^«^- the ^^<rt i^ 

ttxily A.llah has taugKt tiis children tbel<* **^ / 
^tetvce, and so much else has He giV^** ntl^^^ 
^oA ain<i satisfying that: H:e has i^^dc * ^^taO^ ^ 
^cn a nigger. For whatever the m^st P'*'*^^v,eV ca»'*^^ 
^^y feci for or against IVIohamm^.ianis'f^* aU^^ ^* 
^eoy that: aU the unspoiled chji ,^,1 O^ ^ 
gentlemen. ^ Amcri<^ 

Think: of the ordinary CAristu^ \agtc *** , f the 

and then turn to these Mohainrn«^ »iSScr» ^\^ ^S 

same breed) in North Africa/ ai^"^*" 1% nxgg^^ 

black as anythinff that the S^ve J^ ^^'iLnue >» 

they - '^ ^ -'<*"^' 



black as anything that 
York can produce; but 
therefore gentlemen. Gentlemen j^ 
'°a''!;^^ g^-^tlemen " neverthele^** 
yJ^ that reminds me that it = 

unbchevers wh,^ « <. ^ ^• 

^-.o «* wno use the term ** N/» 



-voan »^^^ nigger* ^ 

^ they *^:; r^^^ 

^-^*"r!s true, but 




It 



^'^nic4d that he- -^^cA- ^e *^^^^^ 



^ -Used the tefjj^^gfs. 
^^ and early ^^^ to 

«^< of tta* ^»■> 

"-«^ r.>^ 0°^^ 



^..>^^^ 


















V'*-^'*. 






'^^t-"^^^^- -*^-^"^-^ 



>-i; 



rw 






"*-^^^-^v^^ 



"^^ ^ 



- . tit ^it 









" ■I 



&^-^ ^ 

-"?^.;^" 


















.< 



N^i 



V 



\ 



B^ the W^.«3 o. C*'«-- p^,. _ on- 

■when my Christian ha' ^ bO"'' „t >' 
I Koran from a shelf '" ^ '■"'' ' 



an" 



- -^stsntly stops 

** i>en 1 lifted s . ^ 

^e sViopman snatched it out of jnY Moha***''*L-o* 
[vd mv reach. Ba.cHir says tKat ^s -- fl "^ 

^oV\ammedans have tHe very pv ds ° of ^ 

V,\mse\f to go by. " But how ^rV^djcuIt >* ^''. said ^^ 
Testament, madame ! " he said. ■^l^hi'^S^ ^^^ t ^^*" 
It of CHrist which CHrist nether i bi"^^^*^' ^Ljct^^ 

authorised, just as things are ^* nd ^'^^^ 

about people to-day who have ot-^ ^^''^ * f*-^^ '*" ' 
or less." l^v be^"^ 



says 

personage, and as 
written while the 
tHe 




tbag* 



tually 
;tles 



lye^ 



«ri' 



ttei» 



by 



the 



- the 



the Koran was not - 
Prophet himself?" 1 said. 

Much Jf*'"* *'>' '^<= Prophet-^ 
T> ^^u ^^as taken down 

.uitahl^ „K- treasured up ^r.^ 

"""S. in f3„ >'='t<=.-shells, bits ^ ^-t was 0" 

-^iiut-s ,^-/^r,r '"^ ^^ l^^ ^^'\'' he ^ 



l30St)«> - , left 
-^ the "f'At^tl.er 

^pirtti""' 



written 



rfter 



the ' 



r.boO« 






<Jivi/ie, 



""13. 
"Of 



an, ' 
Vaursel 



If what 



rt«ere»" 



=».t oul 



tburs'* 



oli 



. aic 



not 



io^= •»* C> '' 



s »l>e» ' 



^ back 



, the I 



% 



i th, 

idol 
hkc/ox-e thl 

I rxccd 
St i^ 







canje 




msike ^ *fv 







t€ 



matters, > 



li 



^o ojftcrx said, * 
Gbc(, and that i 



"56-/- 




that we ix> 

But 

€o you a.b 

better ihsixx 

on the svtbj< 




tH the 

^ beg 
HicH X 




SLtld, I 



9/n 



ir 



" I said 
liave so h%.^ 
P T cannot £ 

forgiveness 
^,^^1 sure you 
^xijirselfi for Bs^ 



t 

■^ 

u 




just t., .^^-tt'-^ 




out my K^ J. V^^fi-k 

ofyoUi^ ^%\/ J^»4)! 
that '^'ee^ "^•"■.^c^ of t/i« 







,co»" 



"^* , nt-^"^ 



^^^^<r^ 




Ml"'.' asl' 




t 

sine. 



paU 



It: c 

but 

Cer 



the 



lias 

mac 



met 

thn 
not 



^'^trh me /i 
I>lcntjr of 
I>ue He hsL 



oxxt on ttx* 
since I St-si 




come to gg^g 


guide 4x»ri; 


It distr<i^g^ 


but I Ca„„ 


" WHy, 


Certainljr J i 


Have been " 


the possibi- ' 


of my entl 


ffis ser ! 


orieiita/ ^^^ 


lias been t 


made /ne 


found a I'M 


We Joo 


"Js s/i^ 


message ? '* 


^'Mafar 


tArow bacJt 


not Jknow, 


''Mafcr 




^■y the X^aters 



of Car' 



■tbag* 



pro' 



l^\s sc^uare for days past ; sHe has ^^ ..j^g an 
{tet cl\aslt and in the early morning^ 



,«li»g 



abou' 



'^P--' 



. 1 to y"' 



■b IS 



Biy 



"BacHir almost smiled. "She i^ ^'^ d 

tiut not being able to make yoi, uO'i^''^^* 
waited until I passed. tHrough th sO"^''^' a' e" - 

"What has she told you? Mad*"" hdP ' """' 
country-wonnan ; if she is really J ged ^^ 

to her." "^ " If l^'^ 

If you had seen the way g,. ^iled ! ^ th*' 

suggested visiting the Kaa6a , ^^"' %rving ' j mor« 

wonderful black stone, he could ^ we I""'' 

supercilious. »~iot "" . 

," Impossible, madame," he s^ - ,, no V"" "f ^t 

understand that a■^ Arab's hou^*^' '; fo"^ >J« 
- ■i.^cult to enter as a ptiso^^^ ^'t^'"' ^ ^' 

outer 

ician. 



rv"n«°°"Mad°' '- '""' "" ^'^^ 
Madame Ajeeb is as cor.^ 

^"-dTl^ "!- *°-Sh she ^ 
.. n'" """^ °f the Phoenician V^ 



B 

think. 



"■■ consul," I said^'^tflbs a' 



his „ 
"No ■ 



fA, 



expre 



not.*' 



ssed 



Bachir's .^^ 



1 coul 



lid s"" 



dyg" 



'^t,e«snotP_^^^„ 
*Xoth;ng- . blj 

**^an f" T ' " 



but 
osul 
wifc 






as 




^^ 



Yes. rrM^<^^mrmrM.^^^^ fm^ sa/c/ 



"^ 



k 




-re 



"^^X 



u 



\ 






But wA^t ^ocmJ <3ax^ J^oiz do^,?^tc^cf 



^^7: 



** ^o. » » F. ^» s^iol -. ^^%rith a 






cc 



A>v,^ ..»rf-»^C is that? 



cc 
cc 



'T>» /jfease tell 



should sjie J«=«x^«? C^»£s9 !> „ 




■Agai/i v*^-^ ^^^^^^ ^e cax=H otriier and 






fanenl woxxld not /j^^^ tii« o«jt:eJ- worl 
Bachif's silence^ si^rxi^^^^"*;- _ 
"But w/«X /i? ^^ ^-oxrl-^ ^'^f"^'* 
desire he*" death/"* j ^sJcie^i- *' . 

- tne danger. -"^^ ^f^ the . 



pay not only a// ^^^ ^, 




»» 



Monsieur Ajeeb ^ ha.rB.<^^*=*'^^ ^XooS. it s 

handsome presejjf / " -ix» <^^^ i«:»s tread o. 

/ac/c wras a very ^^ntv f^^*"^*^ 



»6ie and w/joft.^ „, 







0^ 



1 try. to, 'tj.' ^-,4 n°\ l^i^ite , «* 



passe. v> ^x />;s'^--< < ;::^; 

assu«« ^*;» ''!^^ o^__ ^ i:-i:>^- ^'^^ 



t as 1 Ht 
express 




dropp' 

to sa*^'^ •'*' 

" 7 ,„„» ^A^e ^ 




m^^ataawt 



j( 





tCf of. 



d — the '^ 






$ 



^^\ ^v A 



^, 



spread «v) J\^^*''^Jt/^ 



havers* ^ proportio 

'^iSed the less sen 



^ teachingi. 



^^^ys think: that the 
nsvahtj^g^j ease and self 

^Ophet's creed is t 



Pr 



produce ^^ jjjs time and 



be 



^nd only a 

was strai 

id of the gr 



^ natiof^ 

^^^y his 
been 



and to 
JS/Iohamm^^ 

founder ^^^ 
enemies c^^n 
if he had ^ 
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"VTaters ol Carthage 
■-ViTch he afterwards gave to his people 
tx-» he had finished reading, the angel 



r>u art a prophet of God.* 

> study more of his teachings, BacHir, 

\stian ears have been sadly prejudiced.. 

descriptions of Paradise, for instance 

z:>f Eden, fiiU of beautiful passionate— 
™-.j„_^^ ^^ -^ imagery of heaven -was always dra^rx 
man's point of vie-w, for even tHere 
to be the mere pleasure-thi n gs of 
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Ad like -«= 
ir my CV"»- 
■Id of hi & 

Garde n- 



■ lookec- 
for 1 Vli^ 



Astern 
nongst 
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-perplexed. " It is so hard to explain, 
j.^^ enough of the "VVestern mind to under— 
<r)U feel, but you do not know enough 
iind to understand the nature of the 
1-iom the Prophet had to work. If you 
v-ill send you a copy of the Koran. I 
eel hon«=» -«-jred if you would accept it, as a sou-ventr 
It 1^ "Ot I'ke your Bible, for it contains no 

, Visto»:-:>^— T'^ ^^^ "° sequence. ^^he suras were 
'^te V"SP**'''^^'°"'~'' *P°"'""'"g^ <=>*'a rnindatid 

^^lastate^a^ '"'^^f'Tn^ by God. They were 

ir^g mood, and under varying cireum- 
,,at scholar chos^r. for his 1, 



\n vary* 

not by 



sinip>j 



*a.rning, 
nor 



^ peasant who could neither read 

ou must '-^^„ standard, it is ol^ \° "^""^^ «)s 
yoL^r Chx-i«*^'„ple the highest co^efu"" '° ""^^ollcct 
gave his. -C 
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^"t, gl-»-ici«±c3 him in all he did, when he had 

one «z>f them the very human and beau— 

v^i, an«zi- Einother the wife of his own adopted 

-ed on. ^j^^irpose for the Prophet to marry her ; 

<z>f all, his marriage ^vith the Egyptian 

" You are familiar with all his -weak- 
hat I have been taught," I said, " but I 
=ar all that is great also." 
»lt for us in our day of less open 
-cept the low standard of that clay," 

-^specially for the Western mind " he 

X.ttJe laugh—" for the West loves its 

"" n>h7V'" ^*"' '^"^^ ^^"^ ^^^ Koran 
V,l °I .P°l>'8'''"y was unquestioned ; 
ur-al co„d,t,o„ of a polygamous people 

Tl Kh^^' r^J'"-^" °f Ws marrilTa^e 

.1 Khad,jah, she had no rival. Yet she 

o be h.s mother, and not beautik!" 

I am afraid we d,, 1 =-»"«arui. 

fc,ut who does not > r ?°,. '°^= °"r -white- 

1 oelieve ever 
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" ancL 
queer- 

:ten, tft" 
he na^* 
for tl 

: faitKi 



tach^T, — - -- . I oeiieve even <^-»« 

r„r tK^:*'' rough conscience*! «= ■ savages 

£„, ^«. .,^er..on.e„ts:='' ^^^^^3^ ^Zlr.'t 
lean is sonnethmg. "= even to 

The ancier^« «='= ""V good at it" Bac->,- 

potless^^-i wthouta fl,^_.." ■" and think they' 




"tV^^ Waters of Carthage 

*=<=>uldnoc speak. *' And you will graj:it 
ir"»-^ciame ? " he said. 
• ^m^JM. -ir ? " 1 asked. 

^^.^ou a copy of the ' Great Book ' ? " 
- -^^'Ords would not come. 

Ir^*. -cz»pe to convert you," he said, '* but I 
-mz^-o learti more and understand better the 
IET"'v^aster," 
,--»r^» niedans keen about impartine tKeir fa.ith 
=" " I asked. 
>ie said; " look, at our great ^vork. in 
.i.^^ ^ are not like the Jews, who suri-ender 
S^ -^ they impart their religion to strangers. 
lose ours ,f we do not spread it from 

I ^ft the terrace the evening eall to prayer 
and sonorous. How strangely filmiliar 
^reated first words have beconfe ^^ AU^'" 
.=S^kbar (Fhere ,s no God but GoJ-) T. 

t-»« ago since I Uy awaW, ,1, ► '' - 

«« of dawn, to watch rh "?"^'^°"""g 
^ watch the daybreak: an^ 
c= away, and to hear the ^^/.^l r 
c time: -^</*^» Cmorning 

TTXOSt great. 1 testifv rK 

^stifythat Mohammad is rh " "° "^"^ 
^ to prayer, conie to salvit ™^«n«er 
J^ - .^ ^os. tlT-^^-J- 

, ^ar, 1 have not yer' j * 

t^ tre„r.=. P=.so J.uV ^Xw .^^.^^ 




CHAPTER XVII 

HdTEI. EVMON, 

TUNIS, A£ay, 19**5- 

j- -^- -^SBAND. 

,^:=>ne thing of which I quite forgot to tell 

^ 5s the tomb of Leila Manouba, tKe great 

" of Tunis. I -went with other eager 

^jg. ^it her mosque last Nlonday. X ■worwier 

^^,«^^c to convey to you a very fsunt im— 

^^^^^-C: vividly Eastern scene. 

^t^^ lies behind the K.asl>a on the side of a 
-j-^ ich is crowned, by the ancient fort of 
-^^r~l»is fort is one of the points of -vie^y from 
^^-^.^^ to see Tunis. It inust be, for Saedeker 
^^:y«_ible star ! 

.,7^« took the tram part of the way, but we 

,jp the steep Hill. TKia sounds vague but 

^^ Have never been in Tunis it is definite 

nt*]^ my iltastrated Koran ~ j^, twice, 

K/*-^** aJ^^^' «''• instance, how 
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et's house 
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change muctx 
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r%e water to tV, 
— ther to do ^.:; 




*" *l-ie Waters of Carthage 

- "V^^Viich holds the tomb of Leila IVlanout>a 

e=«= ting cliff of a high hill. A dusty un— 

'-«==*ds straight up to it, with nothing to 

= from the main object. I reached tKc 

l-«ill not later than 8 a.m., for Bachii- 

' -^"hat in these hot May days the pilgrims 
->^ery early, as only dogs and Christians 

m-^»d he was right. Already the road was 
«:=a. there with absurd white figures whose 
_^ more suited for a Canadian winter than 
_>^=?»-tncan summer sun. Bachir left me at 

Ir^ .1, because, he said, 1 should see nothing 

^*,outh,m that they would, in all proba- 
^ra„d uS "' ''-"hings of whife and 

,^:ra„d under-garments. as the day wat 

1 had come in crrtr.A *- ^ 

^ to arnVe and^to ' ^°'' "^'^ ^°°n 

.iod occupants, who wUh'" *=-'-l-«> W 
= ir wear/ toil up thn "^■,°" °*" »™«= 
^estrians. Youn^ Zl oM. H K '^L"'^ -'* 
-»ey came, most of them Poor, 

some nnorc comelv ;„ ""l^-^ l=»^ee and 
I had seen so f^^. ^ '" ""thne than any 
l,ots of charming Uttl 1°''^ ""''^ «*<:« 
,^ sloes ,nd troufe.;"J= Arab giri» Wit^ 
^tsi.lo="»- ''^ baggy and bright 

this was a purelv f . '" Tunis i- f„ 
thing amongst th^,J^'"'"'"'= ^^ow - th 




^Vv^ Waters ol Carthage 

-^ -t- «p~T- wraps and became more iiatiaral 
ir-^iT_i-ig eagerly with one another as they 
»r- _ If I knelt down 1 could easily see 

-«:—»_ f^ on, 1 had taken up my post by the 
=\ i-iigger musicians \vho \vere play'vng on 

— ^</- as e- shaped drums antl other oriental iii- 
j^ -^morture music. It was a splendid position, 
j.=— _ hoth up and do^vn the pvlgrirris* way, 

_-%zz «:^h the strange figures one after another 
^^^^ forbidden portal ; and as they clinAheei 

.^=, -cricps I caught suggestive flashes of gay 
.^T»_ lid I could hear the tinkling of silver 
"iittle girls were trotting up and down 
.^-V-xe merriest way ; evidently rhey were an 
i^erms with the saint Leila Pvlanouha, and 
thoroughly. " You little 

to myself, " who are to-day 
mothers, what a debt of 
Prophet— for if Allah made 
thinly saved you. ' 1 had just been reading 
^ery morning Bosworth Smith's account 
-tVie'-tmies oF ignorance," which ""^'"'''^'^^ 

,y3 i^.^ the X>rophet, Arah ^"""^ ^" 
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ak children =.Uve Call th P""""'^- "==d to 
.ea,>. ."i tHey ,„,te Aa^y^r """= °"" 

age of six ! •■ "^ ''^ °'^^'=" ^vhen they 

WM general! V V.- ,^ 

.aorn," he yv'ojj^'^f ^ ^>-- murderer. 

1=J 1^" to , pit'^,^" 1° ^'^•- mothers.- - \ 
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for strangely enough, poor 
-v^crc the hereditary guardians of t:K^ 
nd this being the case it was to His 
what he could to restore the ICaal>a- 
It had become almost pagan in its 
sed it of its idols, and put a stop tio 
hich had with cixstom gradually l3eerE 
f the original sacred, rites. Idolatry 
come to overthroi?v, and in the ICaal>a 
ew six hundred idols. He did not 
fresh god in the shape of NIohamrr\ed^ 
rn false ones. B\xt he Icneiwr his people 
xnpt to abolish altogether the aneient 
of the Kaaba, rites vrhich \^ere old 
reverenced by all 
vilus, who wrote his history 'when J 
feild. But he pxxt a stop to tKe nude 
other licentious practices whicK defiled 
, just as St. Augustine more tKan two 
arher had put a stop to the love^festivals 

disgrace to 




said, 



istian 




ul's day these «« love-festivals. ^, ,„, 
^ciety of Christians, Had degenerated into 

j^ied out for yovx Bosworth Smit-K*,, h 
^* thcjCaaba really was when Mo^ ' ^1" 
^ v«or\^ ana here 1 rr.^.^ ^- *'^'^*n»*ned 

* ^ of books yo™^;r^°" *»»» o« 

o«s Tanisian and ^^ *°"" ">= to 

"J.1CS . h.ve ;X,d "^""""""^^lan, his 
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»" Arabia. 5^ ^- =""1 formW a. ^ ^ 

"nd sixt3^ 1^,*""*= ->«'«» the grit » ^f^ 

and h^r^r, =a.t.<3.^= Jj ^"PP^Kl **'»■«{. ^ 
w^ic:*. 1^^^ *5^11^„ fro *"f "■' ^*° /&. 

«nos<ji.a^, ^^-s^^rM. -Crimes u T- V ^ "*. 

bui-ies Clr^c i3a.t-i«,gr*<>f/,i^°''cj,H Jk^o 
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^ JKvah patriot, and roused the hopes 
■t^Vve desert, ages before Miltiades fought, 
% before Columba preached. It has 

m.»-i its later history by its connection 
- -forward movement that the ULastem 

». «r3-wn ; and, in spite of the mumnneries 
lr-»-Vch have grown round the pilgrimage 
-^i^Vie course of ages, I should be slo-w 
-«^Viat the feehngs which still draw, year 
-sr^^lmans by myriads from the burning 
r"»c-c)m the snows of Siberia, and the coral 
T- i£»ys. towards a barren valley in A^rabia, 
,,^,.^hole, elevate rather than depress chem 
humanity. I , their own rough and 
;-*n«:y raise the mind of the nomad and 
,^thea„,n,al life of the present to the 
.^ distant past and the hopes of tKe fir 
^rre the living testimony of the unity of 
r^age paid by the unprogressive nations 
^ that Prophet who softened the sa-v 
ted the savage mind 
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lifted _ „ 

Picture I 

its white 

ith stvigglmg vi-hite fi """ "8 White 

L could see their h **""■"■ ^^''^'n my 



,hav^<= ""™ y°";. <=y<=s fi-om the 
I to cor. vey-*« "*"'= tomb high on 
.omed agra.ir'l' !:„::,": "''.y> ^"d that 

covered "^ 
poinc 



Chapt< 




It IS 




look at, fa 

h to a^akei 
them were 
'talked. 




•" faer fin ^^ 

*"f tier cu«; 

announce t/,g 
een conjpei/ejj 
^i-oni strajring 

tjy the blin^ 




vVs 



f«^ 






>I-< 



^ 




of Carthag'e 



rcsentat^y® '^''^ ^.^ features, wVA their superb 
.the aigni*y o ^^^ |,i„ far above aff 6n6cries 
of i»^*^,\**^****''^e,^ was a great man so fa«r 
^r^'"^uT'com«xo^ ^erd that he must hav« 

* ttiose unimpressionable. Justice 
^^ from every fold of his softly falling 
concealeci in each ro/J of his prophetic 



A *° 



lx< 



\vaps Sylvia, felt his greatness and was strengthened 

near contact of such a personaiity, for I noticed 

r drooping attitude suddenly changed, and from 

•rth she stood proudly erect with her head thrown 

her eyes fixed on the bearded face of thfc 



d^^ can say if those sad eyes, " like pools 
^ ^ft," affected that great wise man of the 
^ a^d c *^^^y ^*^<5 affected the faithful Bachir and 
also raj '^^itless other sons of men, for suddenly 
lying and^ ^** i^cad from the document He ^^as 
the EtiaV ^***^ ^" far-seeing eyes full on the face 
*^ *hat jjl^^hwoman in front of him. And it was 

^=*« one oi> *^^*^. *' **** '^*®" ^*^ ****** ^'' *' chanced 
Some t Sylvia's supreme moments. 

*^ had ^^^^^'^ memory or a sweet swift: flash of 
"^ *«' n». ^denly iliuminated her gende personality 
"* fend^^*'*^** loveliness was touched with an almost 
^ ^utv^*""?l* '^"^^* °^ ^^^ account is it if we 
'^*y. cov^ ^**^^*^« «ot sympathy ?— for sympathy, like 
Yet tK^^'*'** * multitude of si„s. ^ *« X. 

fta:s woman whose very garments seemed to 
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^f Carthage 



^, ^^_._ J«:K>r "»" '"Ppaf across »'= 

^^oti* '. • reached th= ^^ niore in the fierce sun- 

— ^ *e»- Ci^i^V"f.„„d herself ^ ^ ,o her Ute husWd a"<l 

-^^'^ °* v,*s ^^' ^_j .-J *^j-„ I thank 



r^==„^ ^'^ ^ .,_„« God, and to-day I thw* 

Y.„ lip^ -. bcth the sa»n ^ J j^„ thanked Hu" 

Mm' ^^'^ «» ""^ ^'.^denied you «,«. -. <*.««*"^- 
^;" J^^V-'^*: .'^^yer,. an'd I had borne yo« 
'i-^= «^"t Sd t-^; sS. have been your w^- As 
-*^S^^^=:;;fcl was merely "> ,f ^"-J"-""- ^ ^^ 
*^A^=- -ifc 1 Had only my^etf » desp«e, "^^ 
'=*^o^ ^ did that utterly; as "■= '"°«*='^ ° ^.^pis^ 

W^^to=„, I .iojj have h«i yo" children to desp.«= 

'"'*^°T^'=" "«>«.« impulsively to Bachir she held out 
^^.h ».er- hand., ^^or one'^mon.ent that devout so.xI 
^,„«.c.pated Pan,^;^ 

I jwas longi,^ t^ offer her my congratulations. ^^^J_ 
fi=* «r triiat ti.s hoii:^,,^ Bachir's ; that he alone deserv«I her 
;'-''^'^*= gratitude ; ^^t he alone ought to see the birth or 

i„ ^ -«^:*_ words ^^^ 3 kj„ between them I did "Ot hear, 

■,o._^_^ *»ncyoot- ^e use words for lighter occasions. "WTien 

W_ __ ^^ f' soi:»a. in sorrow or in gladness, they mnk !»='' 

^ ^^^^='' "'^th^i^ ^pidity. 

C(,|,^^~_7^ stooH^a in the shade of the black and white 

tj, -^- ■-■ -griade jn^ -mtched Sylvia Ustrange wait out ■"»'° 

"^ °=" "-'"'■ght, Sachir was taking her I knew not where. 



£ CZarthage 
-.^^ the NP-aW* " ^^ring for £n^Jand 

^a H« -hat I -* ..DO.-.' "A />/<=- 

^ ic^ -^ sKe -woke \jTe:re was almost terror 
\^^_^V she said; 

* ^ <<>'^^ £. with me," I said. " 1 

ry- ..^ '"^^y '"? "tllcts m=. and I redly can't 

', *°' ^V>'"» ='"■>' 1°"8=''' f her hair, but remained 
.^ «-io«»_ ^^ ^,,e roots o» 

»„ t,fr> vou in Tunis now, surely r 
Sr^^^rr^Sr^eXItHcre is .o-„i«ht and to- 

. Th=»-^ is nothing to keep me m Tmus, she K«ia 
^t is, -*^«=ry little, but there is also nothing to take me 
^. "^■^^'^^ do not understand. . . ■ I have no . - - "•' 

-^/"lau^h"^. ..j3^_,,j_ j^ ^ ^ t^.^ ^er the price 

=^ ^l.'^^t • ^"n" «> London. I have not spent 

- =^P'i ^ *« bazaars. I have more than enough 

" »=-°"»- • ■ «o^ ,„„ need not hesitate, fori wili remind 

°^^^°- ^°^' ^^ ime day, when you are richer than 

*-.«- '^XT'l-* i-*^ ^^Icfcxir turned her [wle face crimson. 
v^hy j>^^^^,^^" you^*-- sije said very simpjy, " I don't know 
'° tf^sg^jB^ -—--,- „ ^ ^o good to a woman whom you ought 

*^^-"— r ^B^ \.^n\ ^* Bachir, whose face was once more as 

,f/«efc»^,^. — - . ^"^ «^^ a mask. "r« can help IVIaaanne 

^^.■-^» ^mu^T"^ ^ ** ^^' ' "^^ y"""" pa«-don, Sylvia " ) 

Pfcrs « , -g ---^^ -- J^^tP^fc-nge, I mean, togetready . . . and please 

* her tlfc^^t it is right for her to come . . . that 
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e," he asked, 
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